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Political Economy & Cultural Anthropology

I. Poverty & Progresss: Malthus
Utilitarisnism's Five Yariants (Parsons)
Malthus, the Demographic Transition, and Social Structure
Ecosystem, Carrying Capacity, System Breskdown/Transfor mation

Boserup, Esther. 1965. The Conditions of Agricultural Growth. Aldine.

Bryson, Reid. A. & Thomas J. Murray. Climates of Hunger.

Cowgill, G. 1975. "On Causes & Consequences of Ancient and Modern Populstion
Changes.” AA 77:505-25.

Corbridge, Stuart. 1986. Capitalist World Development. Macmillan. Ch. 3.1,

Davis, K. 1977. “Population Policy snd the Theory of Reproductive Motivstion ”
Economic Development & Cultursl Change, 25, Supplement.

Douglas, Mary. 1966. "Population Control in Primitive Groups.” BJS.

Geertz, Clifford. 1963. “Two Types of Ecosystem™ {Ch. 1) Agricultursi Invelution. Cal.

Hardin, Garett. 1963. “The Cybernetics of Compstition” Perspectives in Biol. &
Med. 7(1):58-84.

LeRoy Ladurie, Emmanuel. 1966/74. The Peasants of Languedoc. I11.

McLaren, A. “Contracepticn and the Working Class: The Social Ideology of the English
Brith Control Movement in Its Early Yesrs.” CSSH 18(2) 236-51.

Melthus, T. 1824, rev. 1830. “A Summary Yiew of the Principle of Populations.”

Mamdsni, M. 1972. The Myth of Population Control. Monthly Review.

Psrsons, Talcott. 1937. The Structure of Social Action. “Utilitarians”

Rappaport, Roy. 1968. “Ritusl Requlation of Environmental Relations smong § New
Guinea People” inA. Yayds, ed. Environment and Culturs] Behavior.

Reichel - DOIMatoTT, 6. 1976. “Cosmology as Ecological Analysis: A Yiew from the
Reinforest.” Mean 11:307-18.

Street, JM. 1969. "A Evaluation of the Concept of Carrying Capacity.” Professional
Geographer. 21(2).

Yayda, A. “Expansion & Warfsre among Swidden Agriculturalists” in Yayda, ed.
Environment snd Cultural Behavior.

Wagley, C. 1951, "Cultursl Influences on Population: A Comparison of Twe Tupi
Tribes.” Revista do Museu Psulista 5:95-104; repr. in 4. Yayda, ed., Evironment
& Cultural Behavior.

(1. Modes of Production & Pre-Capitalist economic formations: Merx
Social Formations and medes of production
Relations of production and forces of preduction
Use Yslue, Exchange Yelue, Money, snd Commodity Fetishism

Corbridge, S. 1986. Capitalist World Development. Macmillan. Ch. 2.

Elster, don. 1985. Making Sense of Marx. Cambridge: ch. 5.

Hobsbawn, Eric. 1964. "Introduction™. Pre-Cspitalist Economic Formations.
Inter national Publishers.

Marx, Karl. 1857-58.1973. Grundrisse der Kritik der Politischen Okonomie. (ET,
M. Nicolaus, Yintage): social relations & exchange value, pp. 136-1 67, circula-
tion & value, pp 186-203; accumulstion & social relations, pp. 221-38;
stmple exchange pp 240- 73; excahnge of 1abor pp 274-75; labor s objectified
value, pp 304~310; pre-capitalist formations pp. 471-516.

Marx, K. & F. Engles. On Colonislism. “The British Rule in India” ¢ 10 June 1 853);
“The Future Results of the British Rule in India" {22 July 1853); Letters
Msrx-Engles: 2, 4, 6, 14 June 1853)



Stave Mode of Production
Andereon, Perry. 1974. Pasesges from Antiquity to Feudelism. NLB. Pt 1,Ch.1.

Austin, M.M. & P. Yidal-Nsquet. 1972-3/77. Economic & Soctal History of Ancient
Greece, pp. 18-19.

Finley, M.I. 1980. Ancient Slavery & Modern Ideology. Yiking.

Finley, M.I. 1981, Economy & Society in Ancient Greece. Penguin. Pt. 1.

Fogel, RW.& Engerman,S. 1974. Time on the Cross. Little Brown.

Yernant, J-P. 1974/80. Myth & Society in Ancient Greece. Ch. 4.

Agiatic Mode, Oriental Despotism, Patri monialism/Liturgical States

Baily, Anne & J.R. Llobers, ed. 1981. The Asiatic Mode of Production. RKP

Blske, Stephen. 1979. “The Patrimonis!- Buresucratic Empire of the Mughals.”
J. Asian Studies 39(1)77-94.

Dumont, Louis. Homo Hierarchicus. Chicago.

Goodell, Grace. 1986. The Elementary Structures of Politics! Life: Rural Develop-
ment in Pahlavi lran. Oxford.

Inglcik, Halil. 1985. Studies in Ottoman Social & Economic History. Yalorium.

Kolends, Pauline. 1963. “Towards s Model of the Hindu Jajmani System.” Hum. Org.
repr.inG. Dalton, ed. Tribsl & Peasant Economies.

Lichtheim, George. 1963. "Marx & the Asiatic Mode of Production.” St. Anthony's
Papers, No. 14. Chatto & Windus.

Shell, Marc. 1978. "The Ring of Gyges"” The Economy of Litersture. JHU.

Tambigh, S.J. “The Galactic Polity™ N.Y. Acad. Sciences

Therner, Daniel. 1966. “Marx on india and the Asiatic Mode of Production” Contrib-
utions to Indian Seciology.

Tyler,S. 1973, indis

Yfeber, Max. "Patriarchalism and Patrimonialism® “Feudalism & Patrimonialism”
Economy and Society, Ch. 12-13.

Yeber, Max. The Agrarian Sociology of Ancient Civilizations.

Wiser, W. 1936. The Hindu Jsjmani System. Lucknow Publishing House.

Feudal Mode

Anderson, Perry. 1974. Passages from Antiquity to Feudslism. NLB.

Hinton, Rodney et al. 1976. The Transition from Feudslism to Capitalism. NLB

Kula, ¥fitold. 1962/76. An Economic Theary of the Feudal System. NLB.

Shell, Marc. 1982. "The Blank Check: Accounting for the Grail® Ch. 2 in Money,
Language and Thought. Calif.

Villar, Pierre. 1956/1974. "The Age of Don Quixote” in P. Earle, ed. Essays in
Eurcpesn Economic History 1500- 1800. Oxford.

Primitive Mode
Bloch, Maurice. 1975. "Property & the End of Affinity” in M. Boch, ed. Marxist
Analyses and Social Anthropology.
Godelier, Maurice. 1975. "Modes of Production, Kinship & Demographic Structures*
in M. Boch, ed. Marxist Analyses and Social Anthropolegy.
Sshlins, Marshall. 1971. "The Domestic Mode of Production” Stone Age Economics.

Peasant Mode (Semi-Asistic, Semi- Monetized)
Bourdieu, Pierre. 1963/1970. "The Disenchantment of the World" Algeria 1960.
Chayanov, Alexandr. 1966. The Theory of Peasant Economy. Amer. Ec. Assoc.
Duvignsud, Jean. Change at Shebika.
Kerblay, Basil. "Chayanov's Theory of Pessant Economy” in T.Shenin, ed. Peasants &
Peasant Societies. Penguin.
Shenin, Teodor. 1972. The Awkward Class: Politcal Sociology of Peassntryin e



Developing Society: Russis 1910-25. Oxford.
Taussig, M. 1980. The Devil and Commodity Fetishism in South Americs. U. N.C.

Pestoralism
Barfield, Thomas,
Barth, Fredrik. 1966. Nomads of South Persia.
Black, Jaco?. )1 972. Tyranny as a strategy for Survivel in an Egalitarian Society.
Man 7(4).
Meeker, Michael. Literature & Yislence in North Arabia. Ch. 4.
Steuffer, T. 1965. "The Economics of Nomadism in Irsn" MEJ

I, Evolution of Trade and Exchange

Gifts & social coeffients of exchange: Mauss
Hyde, Lewis. 1983. The Gift: Imagination & the Erotic Life of Property.
Leach, Jerry & Edmund Leach. 1983. The Kula: new perspectives on Massim Exchange
Mouss, Marcel. 1925, The Gift.
Sahlins, Marshall. 1971. Stone Age Economics: “The Spirit of the Gift"; “ On The
Sociology of Primitive Exchange”; “Exchange Yalue & the Diplomacy of \
Primitive Trade"

Introduction of Markets & the disembedding of the economic: Polanyi

Adsms, R. Mc. 1974, “Anthropological Perspectives on Ancient Trade.” Current
Anthropology. 15(3):239-

Benet, F. “Explosive Markets in the Berber Highlands™ in Polanyi, Arensberg &
Pearson, Trade & Markets in the Early Empires.

Finley, M.I. The World of Odysseus, pp. 121-23, 95-98, 61-66.

Polanyi, Karl. 1944. The Great Transformstion, ch. 4-6, 10, 17-186.

Polanyi, K. “Aristotle Discovers the Econory” in Polanyi, Arensberg & Pearson.

Polanyi, K., C. Arensberg, & K. Pearson, Trade & Msrkets in the Esrly Empires:
“Ports of Trade in the Eastern Mediterranesn™ "Port of Trade Enclaves in
the Aztec and Maya Lands™, "Marketiess Trading in Hamurabi's Time"

Shell, Marc. 1978. "The Ring of Gyges™ The Economy of Litersture. JHU.

Bazasrs, Fairs, Markets: politics, social - moral arenss, transacting cultursl difference

Addison, W. 1953. English Feirs and Markets.

Bakhtin, Mikheil. 1940/1965. Rsbelais & His World. MIT

Benet, F. "Explosive Markets in the Berber Highlands" |n Polanyi, Arensberg, &
Pearson, Trade and Markets in the Early Empires.

Britneli, R.H. 1981 “Proliferation of markets in England 1200~ 1349" Ec Hist Rev

Faroghi, Saroys. 1986. Pessants, Dervishes, & Traders in the Ottoman Empire.

Fischer, M. 1973. Ch. 6, Zorosstrian |ran between Muyth and Praxis

Fischer, M. 1977. Section on bazasrs, “Persisn Society: Transition & Strain™in
H. Amirsadeghi & R.W. Ferrier, ed. Twentieth Century Iran

Geertz,C. "The Suq™ in Meaning and Order in Morocco.

Geertz, C. Peddlers and Princes.

Gies, Joseph & Frances. 1969. Life ina Medieval City.

Harvey, David. 1985. Consciousness & the Urban Experience: ch. 3, “Paris 1850-
1870". JHU.

Hedayat, S. Haji Aghs.

Hodgson, Godfrey. 1986. Lloyds of London. Penguin.

Khuri, Fued. 1968. Etiquette of Bargaining in the Middle East. AA 70(4)698- 706.

Mines, Mattison. 1984. The Warrior Merchants: Textiles, Trade & Territoryin



South India. Cambridge.
Emith, Carol A. 1076. "Regionsl Economic Systems: Linking Geographic Models &

Socioeconomic Problems.” inC.A. Smith, ed. Regional Analysis, Yol. |.
Stallybrass, P. & A. White. 1986. "The Fair, the Pig, Authorship™ in The Politics &
Poetics of Transgression. Cornell.
Unwin, P. 1981. "Rural Marketing in medievsl Nottinghamshire® J. Hist. Geog. 7¢3)

Usury: static versus dynamic money
Hyde, Lewis. Ch 7, "Usury”, in The Gift.
Nerayan, R.K. 1953. The Financial Expert. Mich. Stste U.
Nelson, Benjamin. The Idea of Usury
Premchand. Godan. Jaico.
Shell, Marc. "wether & Ewe: Yerbal Usury in ‘The Merchant of Yenice'™
Marino, John. 1982. “Economic |dylls & Pastoral Realities: The Trickster Economy
in the Kingdom of Naples” CSSH

Commoditization, Sign-Circulation, Semiotic Structuring of Yalue

Appadurai, Arjun. 1986. “Commodities & the Politics of Yelue™ The Socisl Life
of Things. Cambridge.

Baudrillsrd, Jean. “The Art Auction: Sign Exchange & Sumptuary Yalue” For s
Critique of the Political Economy of the Sign.

Benjamin, Walter. “The Work of Art in the Mechenical Age of Reproduction.” In
Muminations. (Schocken 1969).

Buck-Morss, Susan. "Benjamin's Passagen-Werk: Redeeming Mass Culture for the
Revolution.” New German Critique No. 29, 1983.

Mandel, Ernest. 1985. Delightful Murder: A Social History of the Crime Story. Minn

Sahlins, M. Culture & Practical Resson: Ch. 4.

Schudson, Micheel. 1984. “Advertising as Capitalist Reslism" in Advertisi ng, the
Uneasy Persuasion. Basic.

Silverman Dehors 1986 The Selling of Culture: Bloomingdale's, Disna Yreeland,
and the new aristocracy of taste in Resgan's America.

Trede Diasporss, East India Companies, Colonislism, Underdevelopment, World System
Corbridge, S. 1986. Capitalist World Development. Macmillan. Ch. 2, 4, 5.
Curtin, David. Cross-Cultural Trade in World History:ch 1,7,8,9, 11.
Geertz, C. 1963. Agricultural Involution.

Glamann, Kristof. 1958. Dutch-Asistic Trade 1620- 1740. Martinus Nijhoff.

Lever, Harold & Christopher Huhne. 1985. Debt & Danger: The World Financial
Crisis. Atlantic Monthly.

Richsrds, Audrey. Lend, Lebor and Diet in Northern Rhodesia.

Steensgsard, N. Astatic Trade in the Seventeenth Century. Chicage.

Strange, Susan. 1986, Casino Capitalism. Blackwell.

I¥. Labor: Industrisl & Artisans)

Bertaux, Daniel & Issbelle Bertaux-Wiame. Artisanal Bakery in France: How it
lives and why it survives. In F. Bechhofer & B. Elliott, ed., The Petite
Bourgeoisie. St. Martins.

Piore, Michsel & Charles Sabel. 1984. The Second Industrial Divide. Basic.Ch. 2

Quatsert, Donald. Social Disintegrstion & Popular Resistance in the Ottoman Empire.

Reddy, William M. 1986. “The Structure of & Cultural Crisis: thinking about
cloth in France before and after the Revolution.” in A. Appadurai, ed. The
Social Life of Things.

Ssbel, Charles. 1982. Work and Politics: the division of labor in industry.



Sewell, William H., Jr. 1980. Work and Revolution in France: the Language of
Labor from the 01d Regime to 1848. Cambridge.

Stedman-Jones, Gereth. 1983. Langusges of Class: Studies in English working
class history 1832-82. Cambridge.

Y. Capitalism Revisited
Frankel, S.H. 1977. Two Philosophies of Money. Blackwell
Harvey, David. “Paris 1850- 1870" Consciousness & the Urban Experience
Piore, M. & C. Ssbel. The Second Industrial Divide
3chudsen, M. “Advertising as Capitalist Realism”
Simmel, Georg. The Philosophy of Money.
Taussig, Michael. The Devil and Commodity Fetishism in South Americs.



1. How does structural socto-economic change occur? Cohstder the explanstory force of:

- populstion {Malthus, demographic transition, long sgriculturs! cycles)

- modes of prooduction {constraints on expansion, internal contradictions, articulation of)

- solvent and integrative force of money and the market (the functions of money, the
dynamics and constraints of the several forms of exchange - - balanced exchange,
gift-giving, redistribution, administered trade, spheres of exchange, unequs! exchange
[for mal equality, substantive inequality], usury (static versus dynamic wealth, fair
versus unfair price of money/risk), commoditizstion and the separation of use value,

exchange value, sign velue; . ]
- the atruoturing and/ar veiling/mystifying force of cultural symbolic, literary, folkloric,

or ideological "play” (Herodotus' Tale of Gyges, Aristotle's economics, Berber qanun,
pigs and carne-vals, masks and potlatch, gold bugs and pounds of flesh, craft ideologies,
commmodities as signs and as capitalist realism, value systems or semiotic sets of
food/cloth/fashion).

2. ¥ihat are the political effects of economic arrangements? Sketch out the debates about the roles

- of money {Aristotie, Gyges, Merchant of Yenice, usury debates) ;

- of qift exchange and commodity exchange { Mauss, Appadurai, Sliverman, Baudrillard)

- of labor organization (mass production, craft production; peasant organization, capitalist
agriculture)

- of trade diasporas, versus colonialism, versus neo-colonislism (Curtin, Corbridge)

- of market r)egulations {administered trade, bazaars and fairs, Lloyd's, merchant castes in
S. India

3. Compare the conditions for reproducing the structure snd the long-term structural change of:
- agricultural production in France 14-19th centuries {LeRoy Ledurie)
- artisanal bakeries in France, 1870-1970 (Bertaux and Bertaux)
- industrial mass production {Piore & Ssbel)

4. What critical function(s) does the idea of modes of production (or their srticulstion) play?
What are the slternatives to using this idea?

5. What can be said about the cultural form{s) of modern capitalism?

6. What role(s) does/do the cultural, semiotic, litersry, folkloric, or ideological play in
charting the history of politicel economy? Consider the Ring of Gyges, the Grail stories, the
Merchant of Yenice or Poe's Gold Bug, Sahlin's anslysis of American culinary preferences, and
Dians Yreeland's staging of museum shows.

2. Contrast Marcel Mauss’ sociological worries about modern capitalism, and the semiotic or
cultural worries sbout modern capitalism of such writers as Sahlins, Baudritlard, and
Silverman. How, if at sll, do they relate to the classical worries of the writers surveyed by
Corbridge?
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