MID-TERM REPORT (Pebruary 1985)
Project Title: From Mercantile to Industrial Cultures

Principal Investigators Michael M.J. Pischer
Dept. of Anthropology
Rice University

48 originally proposed, the strategic accees to this project was to be
through two communities, Jains and Parsis, with possible inclusion of others
(especially Vaisnava Banias) depending on time, access, and evolution. of the
project. Ahmedabad was proposed as the primary research site for the Jains§
Bombay as a seocond site, particularly for the Parsis.

The first half of the project has been a very rewarding exploratory series of
initiatives. Upon arrival in Ahmedabad, I was Pleasantly suprised to discover that
in the last %wo years as series of complementary field projects (both in Gujarat and
Rajasthan) have been launched, eapecially on the side of my project having to do with
the Jain community. It appears that the entire field of Jalna studies is on the verge
of an exciting transformation towards empirical and social anthropological understand—
ing. This empirical interest morevover is not merely restricted to anthropologists,
but seems to be 2 primary concern now of historians and textualists as well, which
promises a well-rounded growth of the field. As a neweomer to Indian studies, I feel
fortunate to be in on these developments. At the same time, it thus became even more
urgent to attempt initially to get a broad feel for the community so as to situate
ond integrate these different efforts.

The project g0 far may be divided into two halvest 4) Orientation: Sept-Nov;
Ahmedabad, Rajasthans B) More Detailed & Systematic Works Dec—Feb.

A. Orientation: September - November
After an initial week in Delhi, the first month and a half in Ahmedabad
invo¥¥ed the following initiativess

1) Initial contsets withs

a. leaders of the Jain and Parsi communities, particularly the heads of the
Anandji Kelianji Pedhi and the Parsi Punchayat§

be leaders in the textile industry: current and former industrialists, the
Nill-Owners Association, and the Ahmedabad Textile Industry Research
Association (ATIRA)

c. the academic community: M!S. University of Baroda, Ahmedabad Indian
Institute of Management (IIM), Gujarat Vidyapith, the B.J. Institute
of Inddlogy, ATIRA, the B.M. Institute, and the L.D. Institute of
Indology-.

2) General orientation in Ahmedabads viewing the Spodek film on Ahamedabad at the
Alliance Francakses exploring the historic sites of Ahmadabads museums
and ocultural institutions: Calico Museum, Darpana Academy, Gandhi Ashram,
Utensils Museum, etc.

3) Initial field trip outside Ahmedabad to Taranga Hills and Mehsansa with the
managing director of the Anandji Kalianji Pedhi, plus follow up
interviews about this trust, and the pilgrimage sites under its
management

4) Initial contact with Jaina sadhus and saBhvis, especially a group of Terepanthe
nuns

5) Introduction to a relatively new Jain community with two temple-uprashaya
complexes, several housing societies (roughly 480 households), a
community of largely mid-level businessmen in the cloth and garments
trade, many originating in the past generation from rural western
Mehsana district
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6) Visit and inferviewing of management of a major Jain-owned textile mill
7) Observation of a series (3) of chppdi pujas located at different levels of
sobiety
8) Preliminary efforts to sketch genealogies of industrial elite families
9) Expanding a set of contacts in the professional stratum, especially among
Jeains who seem no longer so tightly tied into the traditional
business—-communal network
10) Participation in the general ceremonial events of Navratiri, Dassera, Divali,
and Moharram
11) Locating language materials
12) Library work

In November a survey trip was taken to various sites in Rajasthan. The high pointe
in terms of the research project were meeting a group of Digambara monks and their
followers in Ajmer, meeting 3 Stanakvasi and Terepanthe acharyas and their followers
in Jodhpur, plus visiting temples and pilgrimage sites in Osian, Jaisalmer, and Mt.
Abu. Jaipur, Udaipur, and Chittorgarh were also visited: several contacts and
leads in Jaipur, especially, were identified for potential follow-up.

B. More Detailed Works Nov-Febh.

Fov.-Dec.: This period was utiligyed to expand the network of contacts through
a series of interviewss and to begin a genealogieal mapping of the 0ld textile elite
(Veisnave as well as Jain). We were able to attend and closely observe a wedding.
And more generally, we also made contact with several voluntary and Gandhian-
inspired organigations through our Jain contacts. One of the more interesting of
these is the work of the Jain monk Santabalji, who quite unlike other Jain monks,
devoted himself to CGandhism work among (non-Jain) villagers.

Jan.s A trip to Bombay was used to initiate further contacts (and renew old
contacts) among the Parsi community. We attended the World Zoroastrian Congress——
whieh provided a synopic view of ocurrent developments in the communitys; interviewed
two Parsi industrialistss met four Parsi priests (interviewing one at some length)s
checked in at the Cama Institute of Oriental Studies, Zoroastrian Studies, and the
Parsi Punchayat. We attended a Parsi wedding. All these occasions provided leads
for a return to Bombay after March.

Jan.-Feb.: The period since our return from Bombay has seen a rapid deepening
of our participation in the Jaim community on 3hree frontss
1) Soeial organiyations
a. new community formations: we have had an introduction now to a series (7)
of new temples built in the last decade or so by nmew housing societies,
and have participated in their activities
b. old caste organigations: we are in the process of collecting bistories,
statistice, and accounts of older forms of organigation, especially
at the moments the Visa Oswals, the Desa Srimalis, and two "27
village" marriage circles
2) Economie organigations
a. further visits to large and small scale industries
b. initial visits to the cloth markets
3) Religious organigations
a. we have witnessed and interviewed participants in a series of rituals,
most importantly a diksha, and a celebration of completion of 100
days ayembili fastings also home shrines
b. we have gone with pilgrims to two important pilgrimage centers:
Sankeshvar, and Mabudi-Vijesypur
c. in the course of this we have met a further series of (mainly Swetambar
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murti-puja) acharyss.

Concurrently:
4) Library work im proceeding
5) Translations (with a translator) of seeveral historical documenis snd histories
from Gujarati are being dmimg done
6) Language classes are lsing pursued.
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Naseeruddin Shah and Rama Pathak in Bali: dislectics of violence.

S 2] is in vour mind.

We had to study this

Tribal theatre

A bridge between
two sensibilities

I'ribal theatre has a vitality that is unique. The author speaks tq dir_ecfors Habib Tanvir .
Bhanu Bharti, who are using the tribal dramatic Jorm and working with tribal actor:

Tata thestre in Bombay a
group of dion clad men
rehearsed on the stage under
the intent gaze of a slightly-
oulll, grey moustachioed man.,
The wight before they had

IT was afternoen and at the

by Amrita Shah

performed at the oiher end of
town, acting out the story of a
man who was willing te sacri-
fice his son for the “treasure_
guarded by snakes™; his re-
pentance over the loss of his

oo N

son. and the harmonious, hap-
py end where all were united
by love. There was music and
dance and vivid costumes.
Now, they looked drab in
comparison. As lunchtime
approached. the director clap-
ped his hands and motioned
the “snakes” into the wings.

In response to the sharp.

almost stern orders he gave in
Mewari, the group dispersed.

The soft-spoken director-
actor and ex-director of the
Shri Ram Centre for Art and
Culture. Bhanu Bharti, talk-
ing about his latest production

A scene from (Gaon ka naam s

asural; robust performance

Pashu: Gayarri which he had
brought to Bombay for: the
Prithvi Festival last month,
said. *‘Films and television are
taking away the best from us.
If theatre is to survive, we
must return to pure theatre.”
Which is why he decided to
stage a play in the traditional
tribal theatrical form of
Mewar with Bhils from the
region.

Coincidentally, Habib Tan-
vir. the person to first work
with folk artistes. was also a
participant in the month long
festival. His play Gaon ka
naam sasural, mera naam
damaad was an old production
made up by stringing together
three separate episodes based
on the age-old folk tale about

| an old man marrying a young

girl. The enthusiasm  with
which the Chattisgarhi perfor-
mers from Madhya Pradesh
‘plaved their parts was infec-
tious with Fida Bai, the
heroine. playing her part with
customary brilliance. The raw
vigour of the two plavs came
as-a refreshing change to a city

‘routinelv  inundated . with
mindless Broadway imita-
tions.

Unfortunately neither play
got the reception it really de-

'served. Pashu Gayatri did not

sell out and people walked out
of Tanvir’s play realising that
it was not the hackneyed com-
edy they had expected to see.

But Tanvir is used to this.
For 15 years after he started
experimenting  with  tribal
theatre he plaved to empty
halls in the cities. From 1958
t¢ 1973, he found appreciation
only in the villages of Chattis-
garh,

Then unexpectedly in 1973,

-Gaon ka naam sasural became

a major success. “That broke
the ice,” the director recalls.
Successful runs, foreign tours
and a2 Padma Shri for Tanvir
followed the initial break-

through. ,

" Bhanu Bharti’s  /
Gayatri , a play full of sc
colour and vigorous ac
fared better. Bharti had 1
a contemporary play, wi
by K. Panniker in 1981,
performed it in the gavri
that had fascinated hin
years: ““I saw a gavri pef
ance on the streets of Ud:
when I went there to |
workshop.” Bharti rev
“and 1 was enchanted by

Eventually he adapted
form - orginally a 40-day
ritualistic dramatic perfc
ance - to his requirements
trained Bhils to perform i
The group performed in
lhi, Goa and then Bomk

Habib Tanvir, on the o
hand. has built up - over
last 27 years — Naya Thean
repertory company of 1
performers with two gen
tions of actors in it. Star
with IPTA (Indian Peoj
Theatre Association) in 1!
Tanvir went on to do fil
radio. journalism and p
writing.

It was his trip to Europ:
the *50s that made him “m
more Indian in outlog
That. combined with -
memory of a childhood sp
in- Chattisgarh. urged him
find in the prevalent dram,
forms of the countryside
vehicle to present his pla

Predictably. he went b:
to Chattisgarh. After condu
ing several workshops in
area, he took six rural act
with him to Delhi. Combini
them with urban actors,
produced plays in Hindi. G
dually he realised that if
was to use a tribal form to
best advantage, he would ha
to employ the local dialect.
in 1970 he revived two of |
old productions - Agra Baz:
and Mitri ki gaadi - in Chat1
garhi. using an all-tribal ca
By then he was convinced tt
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