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Taken from the register which Khanom-e Musasadeh inherited from her predecessor

as mrse 7 yoars ago. She counted 8
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14) shamuele Hamadamd-Cohen ( * )
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15) Sarah Zargari

16) Khanom Kharneh Pasarcbhen (ibrahim)

17) Masa Pesar Cchen
Khanom Pesarcohen (Musa)
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families, which is a diserepancy of sbout
with the current family folder system.

Seven years ago there
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69) Musa Harunian }om —
70) fbrahim Harunian

(71) Mashallah Harunian

(72) Jusef Shabetian
73) Harwn Shambe —Razace tin

71;; Hajl Sion Rehanian
75) Rahim Yarsharel

amln':ﬁ.lah Hamadand Cohen
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78 ) Haim Kolakalevl Namikha

79) Haji Metayah Rivemi .. touse

80) Shokrollah Reyvani _ ) Recows W
{81) Xodadads Uoharian

(82 Ha,ji Urhhdm Jerushlamd - %oonc \(‘f«u\
§83 Raihind Eliassadeh =™ ™

8l;) Haruni Eliaszadeh

(85) Haruni Hamadami-Cohen (Araghaye)
Mashallah Hamadani-Colien (Siah)



JEWISH CLOTH BAAZAR

The 1list which Airom Bemjum gave me turms out to be a mixed bag of eategories,
as I discovered whem I tried to cheek his priess with Nusa Asraniants brother and
2 coupls of other bazaaris,
kodard ( S /'*) is of thres types: chadori, lsbasi, charghadi
i.4, for chadors, for clothes, and for famale head cloths tied unmder
the nsek
adlaz (. e ) ~=zatin--they alsc quote:d =t sbout LSr/m.
machmal i 0y yelvateathsy quotsd at 121 T/ w. instead of 9
shal ( WY )=-Fag, shawl, the lomg elotn wound by men arouad the waist as

» kamerbsnd, or shawls—-they notad ware of #wo kinde, witk snd w/o flowers

skhal sadel, i.s. bi-gol, without flowsrs, ther guotzd st 3T/nm.

LuiteT T1S7T5T) they quotad at £ 5T/m, roting it was foreisw material

parlon ( <.~ ) 1s also forsiys, mainly Jzpanese

monr ( A2 )

golmakimali ( =0 1 )eegiver in Faim's s globe amarsnth (7)--is a
spacicity of Vavhan, and iz also of two kiads, one of which corderqgr
is made of (mointinmg to wy ecordersy jackst), They cuotad this
at 12,8 Ay, TFor ecorderoy, Peveni the day T hod bousht soms said
T eouldntt ret 1% for lasze thax 1011, =nd the sinf? I bought was
20, tho tkops wer some at a2 warrowsr widih for 1b.

sedtingari (¢ <_ooiv)

ehit ( <cw> ) ther s2id was hasieslly the same as parche naxchi

krs=b {' = =g ) \

shanton { < 3L )

qabai ( 7'~ } is a material for coats (keti) for willagers

kots - *his is tha same ar sbove

mosterizak maskki ( <jor-*) - 1 a hsavy black materizl used for Muslim
treusara. ..,

parche mestiyeh or dabite meshli--iz a rood cotton elotz from Haglaad mdzr D

ahalghalit was a prommeistion thay ecnld wot decioher but as larom had

told me 1t wae for chadors. they simply eslled it ehadori and pointed
out thst the following clotha are ussd for chadors:

Klek-s ( ) - 55r/m.
totron ’ - LSr/n.
kodari (., b5 ) - 33r/m,
turs { ) = k5 r/n.
georgette - 70 v/m.
vals chodori ~ 25 r/m,

pivhani, i.e. shirt material comes in many kinds
birjami (material ewy for women's trousers called either tawbomi or shalvar)
fr. pir-jarbe R
parcheysh mobhi
narchaysh abrishami (silk) of which tiers are two kinds: fabed (astural)
e masmui (synthetie)

Tas clob: bought in the bazsar im these zhops comes from Teharan SRO lsp-han a8
wall as local stuff, Thay usnslly go themselves to Tamsraw snd Isvhkskan for buyisg
and have it mest by bus or hy lerry ta Vazd =ad ther dilivered to tham, Waile we
wers ¥alkine Hadi Hrezqn ¢ome 40 2all 2 holt of mestevigek meshici which he kad Just
soven on Bis home eleeirie loome-he fievrss he makes 2 ~rofit of 3 rials a mater
and daily esn make shovt B=9 tomans; ke sells it to the shops at 19 rials a meter
nd thuy sall sb 20 meking only ose risl orofit. He figures he spenas 15 rials a
meter for threed whick maidly ecomee from Iaohhhan. He usnloaded 30 meters amd left.
Ho did unot 20llent nayment 2t that time,

Re., silk. *he nakhi ecame from the villases whare the worms weras raised to 2
ssmll kzrgeve ir the zirzamin of 2 house, waencs it wes givem to women to clean
jato kalof wherce it went Dack to the ksrxsme wkere it was spun imvc thread and
dirped into NeOH to mske it sparklimg whife (galia), thence it vent to 2 weaver,
and then the cloth t0 the bazasr, I.s. 6 =benr of whickh #2, 3, L wilere in Jewlsh
kandg.




JEWISH PEDDLING

Aaron Benjun. 29 Wov. 1970 (Sun), I recordsd :2ad wrote down his chanied
itinery which he leaxmed as he went along with his father, There are 42
villages with a2 fsw dupliecztions; they did 2-3 villages s doy, beiag on the
road thirty days, them returning to Yazd for 10-2C dayss

Meybod Shamsi Sharifabad
Kuchok Bondarabad Abbsassabad
Bashaiun Mehtiabad Tsphiabad
Mahmudabad Sadrabad Tulle
Shahnsved Srarfabad Khoskabad
Yaktdnn Yazdabad Sharifabad
imivabead Jenalasbad Ltbbasabad
Vaymudabad Atabak aad
Vayj=d Keyfi Hasrabad
imirsbad Bomakan Meyriz
Deiabzd Remskuh Sariaz
Mahlleh Asiu Alisbad Khormisz
Bafru Kasrabsad Baphdadabad
Dehabad Surek Biduk
layjad Marso¥rh Keormug-nain
Puknavay Solishad Knormug-bila
Melhrabad Yodapilan=Mahallen Esmetoba
Dekshalkhl Xodahalz=liahallahehala Marzamur
Amirabad Samsamabad Raphdadabsad
Badrevad Hszreka A1li Ashghar Sariyayd
Ebraimsbad Fezmabad
This sesms to differ somewhat from the list he gave me severzl weeks ago which
ran: Meybod Shshjunabad Hassanabad PBadrav: Jemalevah
Kuchok Takhtun Meyjum Rokland Jonderabad
Bashian Dekabad Kuchok Sadrabad Menmna
Amirabad lallasiyo Mehrabad Shariasbsd Amatabad
Mahmudabad Bafru Dehshelkiri Yapdabad lariiabad
Sadrabad
this was expressed at that tine as being Srremebad
one cycle, and there b2ing others Sihamsi
Lhabak
¥eyld
Bamakan
Bamaku

They bought their stock from 15.20 shop= in tke bazsar, all of whior wers Jews.
They sold et apbout Srisls/weter more tham what thay bought the stock at: he alse
had the stock list commitied to memory--

kodari s¢1ling price: 3 T/a. buying: 25r/m
2dlas (m*(m) N LS /o 30-8r/m
machmal (we\vex 1 9 T/m.

ghal (hewes hand &W&%ﬁﬁ Lo/,

fujiet > 6 T/u.

$alon 7 T/m,

noex 55v/m.
gofmaldms1d - o déngy (2 Linds) 657 S,

sadinzari == 28r/m.

eiit ~ par g et 131'/'!3.

kodari 3 T/ -32r/m

adlas h T/m.

kreb 351 /m.

chanton 38r,/m.

fujiet hﬁr/;u

pelon 7 T/m

moar h?-‘)'()r.“/m



JEWISH PEDDLING=-2

suzan {25 in a package) sold at Sr. bought at 2 rials (needles)
chald 3r. 1 1/6x,
qabal (f» coais lqa&_a ) 4 T./m.
kotd em FPRerS o 6 To/ﬂivo
magerizeh £ teswsoo LSr./m.
parche mesi 7 T./m.
fujiet
chit 'Wgww
chazhalls (materisl for chadors) 21 T for ém. (*ichacor) or 35r./m)
pereni 7 Te/me
kodari
birjeud (womants pjs) 5 To/m.
parciaeys naldhi 55 r./m.
psrchepe harvishard 22 ro/m.
suzan (nsedles) 3r.
dolmen (100) 3T.
shunsh (combs) mens ~ 3r.; women's -~ 2r,
gheyehi (siseors) 5.
ainel (mirrors) small - 1 ghagham; large - 1 T,
kushamo (hair dye? net?) tube: 27,: 1r/m,
oilitek cheragh 5r.
Jurab (socks) 3T
sir-pirhani (vaderskirts) 5T
dastgash (gloves 3-10T.
ghaghan meski (threads) or.
sefid
sabz
besapash
abl
suprsti
sabei
aga’¥e
narangi

The reduplication of items 18 a maemcnie for uaits; of esach umit of cloth
they would take 10 ghagham or 10 jur. Teus for instance they took tidce as

much grosn thread 23 any obher color., Kodari is 1istad three times as is fujietd;

moar, palan, adlas are listed twiee.



JEWS: Rosh Hashannah-.Yom Kippur Veek

30 Sept-& 10ct I went by Fhtehad School to find it closed so I went by Rombod's
house to £ind out why and on the way ran into Davud Nemvar and his brother who
wers on their way back from the knissa and invited me for Shatbat dinner tomorros
night: they are next door neighbors of Rombod and Misa Ismailzadeh.

2 Dctober. Davud is in 11th grade; the al@ider boy has finished, spent a year in
Teheran and is looking for a job as a mechanie with the steel company either
in Bafq or in Isphshan: Bafq has the advantage of offering more pay and is
closer to home, There are L daughters, the eldest who wac home today, is
studying in ORT, in Teheran, dJews have always had two main kinds of Jobs in
Yazd: cloth selling in Bazaar Khan (as they began to leave, Muslims began to
move in) and peddling to the willages, 'omen at home do weaving of navar, Jews
have always lived in the city except for some peddlers {maybe some farmers--not
very certai;)) since the time of Cyrus the Great after the death of Haman, Befare
the death of Haman Jews lived around Babol in Mazandaran, 'With the death of
Hassar the Muslims began to bother the Jews a bit: throw rocks against the door
etec. But in general things ars pretty good now because the police are strong.
This king is good for the Jews at least in the last decade; his father was not
good for Jews.

Hun-Yond-Tads ()-5-6 Oct) I went to see Bombod at Ehtehad about gebting Rasawl to
let me use the medieal files, This we accomplished. Meanwhile Rombod was
introducing a Muslim Persian-cum-Math teacher to replace Shalom who left for
Israsl: he could f£ind someone only for half a day as teachers are in short supply.
Resavl says thers are 16 children who are retarded (disease: idec); only 3-i
children have heart disease--it is a diseass of the alderlyj a test of the vhole
commmity reveals no siphilus; there is no disease specific to the Jewish
community; abortion rate is minimal, The records do not state sge or cccupation
butis a simple visitation record. A swmar of visitation is sent to Teheran
each month but this is just a number broken dowm by 286 age and sex, and the
sumary mmber, e.g. 206 may represent 206 visits of only LC people, Wed. morn.
T showed up to go through the records with nurse Musazadeh but she kept running
out, and the result of the morming was only a 1list of names; she suggesbed I
do a house-to-house survey and Aaron Benjum offered his serviges as guide if I
could get Romhod to agree. So I spent a few hours drawing up a schedule, but
Rombod refused, suggesting I work through the Baazar, so I redrew the schedule ahd
$ Oct (Thurs) I went to Baazar Khan and in the afternoon to Khiaban Tirman and
added to my bazaar schedule form,

9 Friday Oct. I went to the house of Shamai's daughter (Musa Aranian) and arrived
around four, before Shamai did (he was at the hammam). lMusa was _c}%z%_nig_ with
tefillah and nice new silk talis with his two sons (12 and 9) who had on tadisim
Put not tefillah, Tea and melon and cucumber and pomegranate were brought Ter
me. The wite and her daughter, Sorayah, finished cleaning ur which ended with
wetting down the hyat (like the Saghabian house tho not as much,the image which
came 0 mind was That of a zoo cage--paved floor of stone-brick, with a utilitarian
pool in the center and only hints of plants around it and the grills of the
windowa to the zmir-zamin just above, and the rooms ranged around); the hvan however
was warmenr with Two luxurious carpets, a few books on the shelves and the seene
of the 3 menfolk praying., Shamai arrived and then Haji Abrahim, Musa's father.
They were served moelon and the air of rush created to eat so that the meal could
be brought on, The meal then came: rice, chicken, abgush, radishes, As the breead
came, Hajl Ibrahim said a pverfuntory kiddush and brocha over the hread under his
breath with not everyone yet seated, asking Shamal and I to bless (as we happened
to be seatad) before breaking the bread, He then broke it, gave us each a plece
and tossed a couple of pieces across to a grandsom. When he was through eating,
but no one else was, he said another perfunctory grace to vhich all respondsd hdlds
ing a fist (thumb down) over their head as ersats dpsh (I asked because Zardoshii
when they have no hat nor hankerchief place an open Paim on their head), Soraysh
and her mother had taken out some candles (zbout L) but I saw nene 1it (it was
srev~ “habbat o3 wedl) and she was saying something about the lmissa, Before 1%
Zot dark, we the menfolk, vrepared to leave for the synagogue, cach wishing the
other well by kis-ing him on both cheeks, Shamai and T went to his knissa, while




JEMS: Yom Kippur

Musa went off to another. (Given that 10-11 knissas present a manpower problem,
would 1t be more than idle curicsity to find out who goes where and why?) Ve
met various people along the way, most gquite well dressed, including a "doctor"
(vho turned out tc be the husband of a daughter of Musa Ismailzadeh, beth Jewish,
tho Musa is Bahai; Musa's wife or bather second wife is Jewish), all olutching their
siddurs (the Maslims uswally have it in a hankerchief, the Koran)., In the symagogw
Wwers Wusa Cohenghadosh, Aaron Benjun, she. We were almost late, bub things begam
whan wa arriveds: Shamai clearly the director of ritual, peopls came to greet us and
tried +o kiss his hand which he did not allow (Fhkon!)--tho Cohenghhdosh did allow,
Three torah wers brought out sncased in a mmk wood round casing and topped by ?
davids and teareshaped cranaments with Heb, writing but mainly decorated with .
Tearves, They were seh on the readerts table again in the open swmer section of
the synagegrs (which elther Shanadl himself built in memory of his father, or his
father bullt; the winter portion being older). And all the men converged towards
the torzh, Three or Tour took turms reading and then one of the two who took ower
the main readsr's task went around to each person apparently either wishing him
well that he had come or that this Yom Kippur should end well for him (there was
a giving of name, son of, son of,,.te the knissa has came). Then the torsh were taken
back and we proceeded to plough through the sidur, 3 or four men taking on the
chanting, but Shamei made his young sisterts son ge wp to the podinm and join inj
this lad wgs then assigned to helping me keep my plage, Part of the siddwr is
in Hebrew and part in Persian, but the latter is in Hebrew characters as well, DMost
of the siddurim seem to be printdd im Israsl. The torah apparently are mainly from
re is no lack of them in Yazd since The commmity at one time was
much larger (e, 2000+). Towards the end people started dropping off to sleep, first
young childrem, then an old man, and even Shamaei was nodding for 2 while, The twe
boys sitting by me asked where my ear was and responded that if the Muslim boys
learned I was Jewish they would effigliently and quickly destroy the ear while it
stood im the shadow of the Masjid-s Jome; they then asked if I remembered a day last
week when a group of [hrtehad Boys wanted ke to0 drive them from the P,0, to the Masjid,
and seemed to indicate that it was a good thing I hadnt,

Reflections: --Islam is an eclectic religion with missionary purpose unlike
Judaism and Zoroastrianism which both have become innerly nomeproselytizing religioms.
Bahaism is a challenge to Islam om wmissionary grounds and if freed might well be
able to wsurp Islam's position by a challenge to modemmity, tho--and this may well
be an explanation of the vigirousness of persecution of Bahais--the fmoral indigmatiem
of the (lower) middle class' may provide Islam with the lasting appeal of Christian
fundamentalism, (I.e, could one say that Islam is moving towards the same pesition
as (hristian fundamentalism in the social structure, and that above that strata,
what will survive of Islam is a non-proselytizing immerly religiom akin to denominatione
al Chrsitianity of whieh Judaism and Zoroastrianism are more advanced forms?)

-= on the survival of Judaisms: literacy in Torah, Talmud ete, is a valued skill
whose exercise iltself takes a lot of time which people less inelined towards develop-
ing the 8kill would use for philosophical speeulation: {,e. (1) as long as a small
community exists, commmity pressure and competition keeps the skill honed; (2) when
the small ecommunlty dissppears, secularisation comes and people move towards the
New York atheist pesition, tho having the skill there to return to in case of need
as an esoberic mark of being sreeial (tthe Chosen People complexmt),

—in Ameriea 21l these 1ittle congregations would by now have merged into at
least 2«3 larger ones, based on perhaps smell diffevences of form, Dut how different
a reality when all adult males are forced to be part of an active mindom always fram
a large eongregation., It is in this setting that the Yazd Jews look their most real
as if the rest of their mmndane world were seme sort of wnreality wjith which they
have t¢ put wp: what difference does it make if others abuse me for hoariing monsy
if this world remains,

10 October (Sat) 1970, I got to Chamaits synagogue (Knissa Muallah Aghababa) around
7115, Just before the torsh serviece, The fiorsh pointer 1s a hand (shades of the hand
of Ymam Hussein?), Again each alish wenT around as he finished greeting sach person
by taling in a kiss and the grestod responded in the same way (hand oubstretehed

brought towards the mouth for kiss), e Cohanim put their talisim over their head



JEBIS: Yom Kippur.

for the blessing of the assembled, and afterwards people tried to kiss their hands,
Everyone to the tinéest male tot had a talis.

Around one oteclock Shamai and T ret his house for a nap. Shamal thinks
Zoroastrianism has sero value:; Zardosht was not a t from God, Avesta is nothing--
it 15 not interesting--they are primitive {my word) in worshipping or respecting
things vhich are merely useful (fire, water, cow, horse), Islam on the other

an imitiation of Judaism (as is Christianity except for the
impossibility of claiming that Jesus is Ood) is geod and
: there is nothing new in Islam that 1s not taken directly
religion was made a little easier. VWhat the Koram talks about is
of Tsreel, nothing else., Mchammad was 2 prophet from God
on Arabs living off mice 2nd things, vho kmew nothing, snd gave them the
: If ¥hd says the same as Judaism, and he is living in an Islamic country,
aloo not join them?)--No, bocause T have Moses who 1s much better;
be good., IAnother proof that there must be truth im
le are Mohammadans, As to the
discovered anything: 997 of Jews
intelligent, (MP: if sueeess is a criterion of truth, vhy
persecuted ete.?) It is written in the torah that when we absndm
to us: it was our own fault, (MF: Your personal fault or the
?)e Not my fault, the fault of my forebears, (MF: is that
sins of the father on the som?) Yes, it is jusiiece, it is so
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speoial Jewish Yaszdi dialect which Myslims camnot understand, and those who do not
(due marrying girls from ocutside Yazd etc.) The shofar was hlown at first by
Reyvani but he couldnt really manage and gava it 0 old man Jacob dressed in white
EOWTle

At the "breakfast" at the Namvar house, I learned that Passover matsch from Yazd
is particularly prized and is bought by Tsheramis, Tymanis, all over lron.
Dadadash (¥harazi Mefifdn-e Shah) takes off 20 days or so to orgenize 15-20 workers
making the matach.



12 Moy 1970
EDUCATION

DABIRESTAN:+DABESTAN EHTEHAD (Alliance Israslite)
Princival: ir, Tzmbod (a2 Shirazi, has been here 5 years; teaches sies
in 12th and 11th grade at another hiphschool) bele: 3382
financial support from the Aliiance Isrselite and from JOINT
thru 1zt cycle Nabirestan, both boys and girls
200 studsuts all of whom are Jewish
1ly tcachers of whom 10 are Jewish, 2 Bahai, 2 loslem
after finishing here, most students (50%) go to (BT in Tcheran which
has two progrsms, a commercial one--running shops, business ete.
a craftsmanchip one ~-mechanic otc.
faord ¢ = technical; herfs
e, 107 go ancther Daneshga here aud then to undversity

commmitys about 600 Jews at present, one rabbi (a half-rabbi)
hundred yrs ago were !} thousand
ittas not so good heare; Kirman is a 1ittle better; Shiraz is best
almost all work as cloth merchants in the bazaar; none are farmers
(= hundred years ago they were not in the bazaar)
ziaratgsh? Nasrabad-- Ziaratgah Eliahu Navi (Nabi) is 20C years old
and scmetimes psople go there to pray
story: there was a man who was in the silk cloth business
but went broke; so he decided to go to Isphahan to
look for scmething better; he slept at the site of the
zlaratgah and had a dream in which the vislon of a man
with a long white beard came to him, and this man sald
why do you go to Isphahan--return homs and begin to
spin some silk thread, but keep your work under cover
of a cloth; so he did and frem a little bit of silk he
wove a great amount of silk thread; his wife grew curiais
and wanted to know what was under the cloth; when he
showed her, it 211 disappeared.
Sare-Jang (Kanesseh Sang)--near town here
story: at the time of Shah Abbas, the Jews lived outside
of the towm and came into the towm each day to work
Shah Abbas came to Yazd but the Yazdis plotted to kill him:
he hid in a ganat, and when a Jewish man and his wife came
down to wash thelr face and hands he asked them to help him
escape, so the woman gave him her shader and he went with
the man to the gate of town vhere The soldiers let them thru
assuming that it was merely the old Jewish man and his wife;
Shah Abbas returned safely to Isphahan and returned to
Yazd with an army; he then asked the Jews what favor they
witkelr wished: they replied that they would like to live in
the town,
the Kanesseh Sang is the old Beth-Hakanessah outside of town
and people still go there sometimes to pray
in Isphohan there is a zlaraggah: Sarah beth (bad)(=da of) Hasher
(Sarah, daughter of Asher)
origin story: Yazd is the earliest site of Jews in Iran
Jews have been here 2500 years
for the story we had no time--next time



JENISH COMMUNITY-2 1L May 1970
Dabirestan Fhtehad

I was greeted by Teacher loshe Cohengoddsh who told me he has a son in the
US studying petrochemistry at the Univ, of Cklahome {(hats bsen there 2 years now,
having gradusted from Tsbirestsn ‘ndx Xohir, I think): Moshe is the Gvb rerresentative
for the school. MHis swuls can {Ms) is stndying ohysics at UCLA., Another teacher
said his name was Shalam, but I didnt get a chance *o -sk his surnane,

Rambod thern came in and grested e and we adjournad lrom the office to his office.
Normally students have vecation on Iridsy snd S=tueday; bub tomorrew (Triday) there
is an exam of scuo szert. He asksd the origin story from tie same teachor whe had
been with us lost tines

ORIGIN STORY: In the time of Yazdigird I thrae Jews e-me to Yazd from Tabol:

Faroj (this nome, being Porcisn, sounded suspect to Rumbod ), idrism, snd Jacob.
Yazdigird (or the loe:l king?) asked them who there wers, where they were from and
s6 on, =ad they responded that they wers Jews and thot they abided by such snd such
rules (kosher meab, eiveuwmscision, ote.). The ldng suspested thew of heing spies
(ii;’us in Pers.; Hoeb, maragel) sod asked If they wers prepared o undergo an ordeal
by fire. ‘Mhey retirved aad slept; buch of thew had a dresm sbout one of their number
(A about B, E about C, C about 4) in which the perscm went through the fir» unscathed.
When they told each cther sbeut the dreaas they beecame reassured that (od was with
them and would see them through the ordezl; so they prosented themselves to the
king saying they were ready. The ling had a big fire prepared ind they passed the
ordeal wmscathed. The king was naturally suprised, aad in return hwad three ganats
constructed: Marismabad (still exicts); Jacobi (near Sars Sang, the old Poth llakanesseth)
which was finished about 2-3 years ago; and lullah Fara) (still esists). And the
Jews came to live in these places esp. around Sare -ang. .nd thsy lived there until
the time of Shah Abbas when as related above they exchanged pluces with luslims and
came into town., I asked why they chose te¢ live arownd the lnsjid-e-Jonc. cne answer
was that they bad simply exchanged houses with ¥uslime there under Shah Abbas' order;
Rambed said he had heard s different ansver befors that Jews slways go near the mosque
since the people thers help them against the more imbolerant: a kind of bast nenumbra.

A man wearing a black hat (Ucstern brim style) asked if I knew Hebwrew and then
if T was dati or hafshid (azad)--religious or froe--i.e. the dati put on the tefillim
every day, observe the cabath properly. (Heb. datd, Pers, motadayan). He then,
having ascertained that I wzs not datd, expologissd for the questions, and left;

od explained that this was the woy members of the commmity tested people who
claimed to be Jewish to make sure they wero not kola Lakdari:s 1isrs vho want money
because they are poor. The man had =sked if I knew Ga aon: 1.0, Torsh, levitim
(the new bks of Joshwa, Fetor ete.), Ketovim (iisime). Fetowim writlen by a Sanhedrin
of L00 men in Baghdad,

The Rav was then introduced: Mulla Jossph, whose fother bad hesn rav, ond his
father befors: Willsh Hillel., Twenty yeers ago abt the time of Mull:-h fillel there
were two ghotioes, one on each side of the kuche whors now 15 Ki. esjid-a~Jome,

A second Tabbi had been Shargar (the apperontly there had been nors than wo ),

150 years age there was a grand Shargar, Iulish Ur Shargar. Fe was one of 10 brothers
who with their father had cone from ¥eskeady Sabsevar, The brobheys vent vardous
places, and it is said that at midnight The grand Shargsr would go into a room and
corrmunicate with rabbis in Shiraz and Tashan (his brothers?). Mullah Joseph is the
supervisor for JOINT; he alsc does the cireumeision (x311=h) and kosher slaughtering
(shokhet), I asked if there were ymch contact with the Zoroastrisn community and
feceived a negativs responses: a) they are too far auay; b) shey ars not cireumscissad.
Furthermore said the mullah the Zorcastrians wers worse than the Twslims because

the Philistines werc Toroactrisns and King Tavid killed Goliath, the Zoroastrian
champion (pzhlavan); thus the Zoroastrians don't love ths reople who are called David.
I asked sbout the borrowing of mord (myrtle) frem the Zoroastrians, and Muklah Joseph
said yes, he knew the man: he had a long beard and so was somctimes galled rav but

he was not a ravy he horrcwsd scme nyrtle for the brocha (blessing) on good smelling
greens in the beth haksnnesseh, since theye are few plants ahout Yazd, and the Zeroas.
have them in thair courtyards, I probed a bit more, and Rombod sald now of course
things were a bit different; during the June 1967 Israell-Aradb war, there was an
attempt by the Muslims to stop commerce with the Jews but the Zoroastrians continued
4o behave civilly, All the groups in Yazd, Jew, Muslim, Zoro, Bahai, sare motalasep
lfﬁmtic)c




JEWISH COMMUNTTYwm3

Jews of Yazd apparently did not w1y the trade with India. DNor apparently
did the Jews of 2z much aither. When Rambod's wife's father, 55, about
15 years ago, wanted Lo go o Leubay to find out wnat had haupened to a
shipment be hao seut taere but received no maney For, pecple sald he was
mad o go to India: the people thers had not the worshipy of God, they would
ki1l him. Bat he went and found that tiecrs were Jews in Scmbay as well;
an¢ so ne came back to report that thinge wers not so bad there: there were
Jaws, sno Christians, and Muslims. Asto finding his money, the man in
ouestion was saia to have gone to Kavachi; in [arachi they told him he had
gene to lagland. Sut 21l was not lost inasmuch as he bought guni (twine)
there wirich was not macde in Iran, and also brought back meschube (termec);
and then he sent back gum tragacanth (from a grass resin, verying in quality
from 180 tomsn a kilo Lo 20 towan a kilo). Rombodls grondfather was

Rav Issae; his wkkef moiuerts grandisther (i) was dav Llsshiiomo.

Jews hers aont invite ouisidess sasily to ubelr houss: feel thelr
homeg are too poor., lsombou does nobt snow Wwhy the fazdl Jews never dJdid
betier {haybe theylre lazy'), in oshiraz inter-religious relations are
much better; in iieshed they are much betier, because the lLeshedl Jews are
rich, well dressed, respectable pecple., Here for instance, .ambod wanted
to bring Muslim children into tme school, out there was oppisiticn from
the Muslim comamnity to those who would send their children to the Jewish
school, ie again warnsd me that il was not such a good idea wutside Yazd
in the villages to tell peopie I was Jewish.

T drove im to his home, “U0 m, ofi in. Hasjid-e Jome, no. 38,



17 Vay 1970. I went to see Rambod, but he had left to teach at his other school,
So Teacher Shalem Fliaszadeh sat and talked to me: his family and two others
are leaving to emigrate to Israel in a month at the end of the school year,
His family:
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The 13 people marked in blue are leaving for Israel this year. Two othar
fanilies are going as well--Dadashi who works for JOINT (9 people),
Farangipour who makes thread for garpets in a karxane, <Shakom F

went to sehool here at the Alliamce, and then to Dabirestan Kel Fhosrovi;

Mr, Malek the current principal was then a teacher--he thinks the name of

the principal then (13 yrs ago) was Tavatabal (doesnt agree with Malek's report).
The full name of the Mullah Joseph is Mullsh Ji Hamadani Cbhen, He says
the Alliance school is 25-6 years old, He then me with him to lumch: the

children and teachers eat there and then go home for two hours. They had
haard ahont mv heing throvm emt of the svmaposme and ammolorsised.
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2 June 1970 (12 Xhordad). I went by the school but found it closed up.

S

went baek wp the road I saw Rombod and people (2 women and about 9-10 men)

crossine the road: they were returning from a buxdal of the mother of one

of the female teachers, which evervone exmrossed deep sympathy about am she

was now entirely alone hawing neither husbsad anor ehildrsn, e wend into

her house jnst off Kh, Mzsjid-e Jome on the opnosifie side [rom the Pank-e

Melli. She sat in a corner and began to wail and strike her chest; lombod

the senior status nersemn told her tiis was nob the way to aet, =nd besides

there wes an Ameriean. The men sat srownd the walls of the room, and the

Hebrew teacher chanted somethings canadas were passed around, and the bercaved

refused which Pombod and the others said agisn was not slioved, 4n egg was

bronght for her 4o est which she =lso tried to refuse, and sene tea, but they :

finally convinced her that it was hexr duby to %y to eat a little today: tomorrow.

she could mourn tnt today she must not fast. A couple more men came in bringing

the +otal to eloven (2 minion without ms) »nd the Hebrew teacher got up and

snid the ¥adish. Then a plate of coff@e mixed witlh: supar was passed around

of which vou threv a spoonful into wvour mouth. 3Soon therealter people left,
Jombod says that the rorermment wakts bo taks (part:) of the graveyard

and part of the adjacent liaslim gravevard and torn it into a gavden,



MEDICAL: Jews. Pahlavi Gvt Hosp. &4 Mar. 1970 (interview w Dr. Jelalian)

Jews also form a#g small, endogamous group--do they show a srecific
~rofile as do the Zardushti?
cancer of the uterus is less frequent than in the generz1 pop.
think it is because they do not engage In intercourse for 15 days
of each 28 day cycle (?1)
hereditary diseases are less than in the gensral population
think it is because of better nutrition:
they do not eat so much fat
they <o not eat meat osne day a week
they fast 2~-3 days in the week
Z? is this straight?®? or are the Jews really su cut off from the rest
nf the society that the docters can concoet their own superstitionsz;7
offered this statistic: there used to be 15 thousand Jews Len years
sgo, now therk are only ahout one thousand =27
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Iavy gives an assessment of the troubles of the Jews in Safavid times in

terms of international politics which pitted Buropean Christians as allies

with the Shiite Safavids against the Sunni Otfomans. The Christians

encourasgad the continuing persectution of Jews which the Mongols had spread

on the grounds that Jews were Christ killers, These bad relations between
Muslim and Jew lasted into Oajar times, It is interesting that the religious
wars between the Ottomans and Safavids (esp. the UO years following 1572 battles
of Shah Tamasp) come at about the same time as the European religious wars
between Catholic and Protestant: Inther living 1483=15L6 and Calvin 1509-156L.

Shah Ismail I. He gathered a militia about himself in Gilan first, and from there

b \R4

took Rabrcielr Baku and Shamakhi, When he had 16,000 men he defeated the owners
of the white sheep and went to Tabriz, There the seven Turkish tribes--.
Ostajelu, Shamdu, Taklu, Baharlu, Zolkand, Qajar, Afshar--who took the name
Qezilbash vnited with Shah Ismail. He first secured the West, and then
marched on Khorassan defeating the Shaibanxan-e Orang, and taking Balkh and
Herat. When he got to Merv he sent Bgbar's sister back to him and thus the
two came to be on good terms, The latter took Samarkand but then was pushed
back by Orvakan and Abi Dowleh, Shah Ismail was smpported by Qabileh, known
as Ahle Ali, who together with the 7 Oszilbash tribes determined to push
Shiism. From this time on the Safavids and the Ottomans date their religious
differences, Undbr the Safavids the Christians were protected, ambassadors
were exchanged with Christian Zurope so as to maintain the throne against the
Ottomans for which reason as well the Shiite-Sumni distinction was insisted
upon., Because of the strangth of the rchani under the Safavids, there wers
occasions that the friendly relations Tor the Christians in the realm broke
down, but by and large the kings remained cormitted to their protection.
Conditions for the Jews were the reverse: some of the Buropeans made the
false accusation that Jews wers the murderers of Christ, and thus éncouraged
Safavid emmity towards Jews., Since the Mongols had spead Muslim-Jewish
enmity, this reinforcement of feeling carried on to Qajar times. Akhunds
®sp. in Isphahan were ignorant and called the Jews kiffirs. The condifions
of the Jews worsenad steadily from the times of Shak Ismail to Shah Abbas I & II,
711 Iranians groduslly bscame i1l disposed towards the Jews,

Although Shiism had besn previously present in Iran, e.,g. under the
Buyids, Shah Ismail made it the state religion. It is interesing that these
religious events came at the same time as the religious turmoil of Hurope
under Iuther (1483-1546) and Calvin (1509-6L); in 1572 Shah Tamasp fought
Son and Bartelmi, and for LO years thereafter there were religious battles
with Sultan Salin, Sultan Salin who was unhappy about the good rslations
betwsen Burope and the Safavids, had the Shiites in his realm counted--of
70,000 he had 40,000 murdered. ILetters were exchanged between the two rulers,
In the Battle of Chaldaran Shah Ismailt!s forces were defeated and the Cttomans
occupied Tabriz., In 1516 Salim took Egypt from Al Mutukol III, the last
Abbasid Caliph, killed the caliph, and took the rohani #énder his control.

Meanwhile conditions for Jews in the Ottoman Empire improved. While
in 1488 there were only 70 Jews in Ishambul, this grew with the migration
from Spain and Portugal to 30,000 and l); konsieh were built by the Spannish
Jews,

Shah Ismail died in 152 at the sage of 38 having takin Baghdad, Sushtar,
Dezful, Fars, and Shiravan,

The most famous of Jewish learned men in the time of Shah Ismail and
Tamasp, dying in the 5th year of the reigh of Shah Abbas (5345 Ibrahimi) was
Rabbi Moshe Levi of Kashan, He wrote the Sholet va Tashvobot moshir alei
barbi Jusef karvari zol ke Rabi az haq IurTa qablIst marufast
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Troubles of the Jews of Isphahan., Asef, whose proper name was Mchammad Bagher

Etamedul Dowleh, gathered the Jews together and said: mardom-e palid, najes hastid.
(unclean people, you are najes), You are poor, why do you not become Musiim?

The Shah today has ordered you all to be turned out of the eity and that I should
shod you empty land on which you can build houses, The Jews attempted to bribe
him saying that their ancestors had always lived in this city and that it was
even called Dar-ul-Jdshud. and that they were living in small unobjectionable
houses, and that all previous Shahs had allowed them to live there. The land
which Asef showed them was Kola Qazl in the midst of animals and theives ten
farsaes from town with no water nor vegetation, Asaf responded to their objectioms,
saying that 1f they did not want to take this land they should go to Taxte Fulad
(the graveyard area) so that they might keep the dead company. Again the Jews
bribed him with money; and so Asef told them to come on the morrow and he would
locate them next to the Zoroastrian Quarter. He then went and told the Zoroastrians
that on the morrow when the Jews began to arriveé they should set up a voeal
protest shouting that we will not have them next to us, send them esawhere.
Following this instruction the next day the Zoroastrians went to the darbar

and got permission to fight and throw the Jews out. Again the Jews went to

Asef; Asef responded: go to Hell and don't come to me, This was Friday eve and
the Jews went to cry over the Torsh. Garchi (soldiers) were let out into the
kuches setting up loud eries and the frightened Jews ran to other mahallehs and
to the gate of town. In the morning they packed tents end in the evening of
Saturday they went to Sarabat-e Asher and read the Saturday prayers at that
ziarat, asking God's help. /Sarabat is on the road to lanjan and the Ziaratgah-e
Sareh Xatun, four farsacs from Isphbhan. / Asef told the Oarchian: bring the
leader of the Jaws to me. Thay brought several Jews hands tied behindg their
backs and told them to bring the rais. Three leaders were brought besfore Asefs
Saiid, Abudiyeh, Sassoon. Asef told them you must either leave the country of
become Muslim, The threes went to Sarabat Asher and the people hearing this from
these three became frightened and cried. They ran into the kuches and some were
killed. Asef said to Sassoon, I've made your work easier for you: either leave
but your possessions remain here, or become Muslim, Sassoon said: I am not

a religious leader. He was seized and his stomache ordered to be ripped open.
53114 asked for time until the morrow. The next day when Saiid was brought
before Asef, the latter said: I hope you saw Hazrat-e Ali in your dreams, give
the shahadah. Ssiid said: Ch Asef, I'm old and cannot work, give me money to
live comfortably the rest of my life; and Asef gave him a caravanserai. To each
convert Asef gave something, ordering that each adult be given 1% tomans and each
child % toman, and to the clothdess 2 tomans. And so they became Muslim. Asef
then went to the Shah and said I made them all Muslim in a peaceful way; give me
leave to send the Garchi now into the provinces to do the same there: make them
all Muslim or throw them out of the country as was done in Spain and Portugal,
The Jews fasted and sang da'a and monajat and blew the shofar,

Conversion to Islam of the Jews of Kashan and Natans. In Kashan there was a Jewizsh
merchant named Zakeria whose trading partner in Isphahan warned of the danger and
suggested thit representatives be sent to the Shah, beseeching that the new law

be revoked. But the Jews of Kashan did not compmehend the danger and did nothing
even though a Jewish doctor warned of the arrival of a sepassalar (officer) who
had much power. This sepassalar first went to Natanz HH%FFETOOO Jews; and

he asked for their katkhoda telling him that they must become Muslim. They
responded that they were from Kashan and would do whatever the Kashanis did,

The Jews of Kashan forewarned of the arrival of the sepassalar debated various
approaches, some thinking to give him money or 10093 mann of sharab (wine). n
Tuesday the 8th of Adar or winter 165l the sepassalar camped with many troops

on the edge of town., This was during the tﬁ?_o'fmhh Mardxah who was summoned
He tried to ask¢ for time to send a representative to the Shah and if the Shah
insisted that they become Muslim they would do so; this was refused, the Sapassalar
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rejecting the plea as deceit and remarking that his orders were from the Shah

to convert all the Jews to Islam. (Poem recounting this same part of the story).
He asked who is your leader? Mullah Alazar was brought and was ordered to say
the shahadah., Alazar began by saying that the 3epassalar had not read the words
of Aaron and Moses, but was cut off by the latter who said Be was not to waste time.
As other Jewiksh leaders were ready to convert, he ordered Alazar bsaten, and when
he regained conscience was asked if he were ready to converi; Alazar gave no
answer. He gave the order that Alazar was to be killed and £k3%w#t asked him a
final time, at which Alazar gave in and said tk shahadah; and the two shared

meat and yogurt. (levy fn: eating the meat not killed according to kosher rules
is harram,) Mullsh shelmu then pleadsd give us until tomorrow. This was refused.
If your are not ready to convert, leave town towards Sham and Halab. So Mullah
Sholmo who was frajl, by fear of the stick became Muslim and they also sahared
meat and yogurt. Mullah Mardiah's turn came and he too from fear of sword and
stick ate of the meat and yogurt. The sepassallar then brought them ons by one
in front and they said the shahadah and ate of the meat and yogurt. Mir Abdel
was brought and the sepassallar was told that this man was very religious and

if hs wsre to convert all the others would follow suit. Alread mullahs and -
k3lantars had sambraced Islam, Mir Abdel said, you can cut me up into little
pleces but I will not leave my faith. (posm). The Jews advised him to become
Muslim, and the sepasazallar said: you will be the only Jew left and ycu cant live
here zlone. Mr Ahdel said I'm ready to take my family and go to 3Samarkand, This
would nct ba allowed said the sepassallar., Vali Zarabl then asked of the Sepassalar
that he allow them until svening to get Mir Abdel to agree, and took him to his
house, There they provided wine and a prostitute to urge him to say the shahadah
but when they saw he would not, they began to beat him and wanted to throw him

c¢f the roof., Mir Shdel cried and the woman wanted to give him some rose water bu
he refused. In the morning his wifes and children came to the house and saw his
condition and gave money to take him away; as he came out he was forced to give
money a seeond time., From then on he became ill; he was bed-ridden 3 months but
eventually meecovered, He then gathered his relatives and told them that secretly
he would go tc Jerusalsm. This he did going via Sanandaj; he was greeted waimly
in Jerusalem but scon died there., Uken before his death they came to make his
will all he said was mourn for me and send greetings to my wife and children.
Thus 211 the Jews of Kashan became Muslim. This accomplished the Sheikh ul Islam
gathered them to talk to them and teach them the duties of Isam, and because it
was near to NoRuz the poor were given clothes and afier one month an order came
from the Shah that the Hakim give each one toman enam or the equivalent in wheat.
Some became true Muslims, some remained inwardly Jews; they worked on Saturday,
and only a few secretly read the torah.
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MOHAMMAD SHAH OAJAR 183L-kB8. At first allied with the English against the
Russians, Mohammad Shah became suspicious of his vazier Bayem Magam and ordered
him to be suffocated; Haj Mirza Aghasi who had been the roayal tutor, an
ignorant fanatic became the new PM. Relations with England deteriorated, and
Russians came to Iran in greater numbers, In 1837 Mohammad Shah took Herat.
In retaliation, the English took Kharg Islamd, So Mohammad Shah was forced
to retreat from Herat in 18401, At the same time the Agha Khan Mahallati,
lsader of the Ismaill sect, raised a ruckus and after defeating the Hakims of
Yazd and Kiman went to India. After this period relations with Europe increased
and a number of Furopean travellers came to Iran, and ambassadors were exchangsd.
The Jewa in this psricd were not particularly 111 treated: although Sghasi, the
Sadr Azam (PM), was not well thought of, there were no major persecutions of
Jews, HMohammad Shah had no special ralation with the Jews, but the Jews did
not constitute a very large population. People did occasionally make fun of
them, and because Moharmad Shah was 111 with gout (naghis\j*,lé»f ) sverything
fell into the hands of the PM who being ignorant did littie. (Quotes Aujan-e
Felodan ? on Julfa and the poverty of the Jews). Cf. the Jewish Encyclopedia
VI:659 "Isphahan®, After the death of Fath Ali Shah there were many revolts
and in the distrubances some 130 Jews were killed and many more wounded. Among
the killed were the leading rich man Abanasi, and the great Hakham Mullah Agha
Baba, and the woman Hazighe. In Mashad in i#k® (13 Nisan 5599 = 1838)
a Jewess whose hand had a boil eonsulted s doctor who ordered her to kill a
dog and bathe the hand in the wam blood. Owners of the dog couldn't bear to
do 1t and so the Muslims for a fee did the killing. It hapnsned to be the
day of Aid-s Qorban and Muslims went into the strests making fun of the Jaws
that on Id-a Corban the Jews saerificed a dog. Fifty Jews ware killed, and the
synagogue was gutted and the torshs burned. Only one hidden torah survived.
Himok Sayah wrote that a mumber of these Jews then fled to Herat, Teheran, and
other eities., Slowly the remant forgot their religion. According to Nimok in
there were LOO househclds mf (in 18837-18387) in Mashad of whom 30 went to
Hamadan, (Cohensedegh's Notes). Lord Curzon writes from Dr, Wolf's notes that
in 1838 (1251 tH) a poor Jewess had g skin digsease on her hand (leprosy-- ga).
or some other disease) and consulted a Muslim doctor who ordered a dog killed
and the hand bathed ih its warm blood, This was on 10 Zihajeh, Id-e Qorban,
and the fanatie Shia killed 35 Jewe, others fleeing to the houses of mullshs
to embrace Islam. In Ung Lashbak by Matat¥ys Gorgl it is written tha® 371 were
killed in Nisan 5599 and that many, including the writer's family, fled to Herat
where the writer was born in 5605. During the reign of Nasradin Shah a number
of Jaws left Tran. And in 1845 (5605) the first family emigrated to Israel from
Yazds Abu Garshu Charxtab went via Bushire and Bombay to Israel and settled in
the city of Sefat, and lived to see 72 children and grandchildren. In 1846
there was a cholsra epidemic in Iran, and Mullah Mukhtar ibn al Azar levi went
to Sefat., (Notes Cbhensedagh). In the time of Fath /11 Shah the Jews wers not
badly off, but under Aqa Mcharmmad their number had declined from 70,000 to
45,000 and in the 14th ysar of Mahmad Shah's reign their number was still at
this level of 45,000, Teheran Jews were relatively mors comfortabde, and a
Teherani Jewess was in Mehmad Shah's harram (doesnt say as concubine or worker)
and used to keep an esye on the Jeswish quarter. The real mullahs had no quarrel
with the Jews in this period. Five of them gave a decision that if a Muslim took
the property of a Jew without cause, he had to return it; and if a Muslim killed
& Jew he was to be killed as a murderer $not however if the original slaying was
an ascident)., If a Jew became a Muslim and wanted to return to Judaism, he
w25 not to be killed but only imprhsoned. Debts of and to a disceased Jew must
be honored. Sgnd (by more than 5:) Qazi Mir Mahmud, Ibn Mirza, Mir Fuzrullah,
Al Mufti, Mirza Calan, Mufti Alam, Ibn Marus Vala ul Molk, Mulla Mire Rabi...
From this time, the Hews of Teheran and esp. Kashan engaged in wool and
8ilk and carpet trade (Cohensedegh) and the good relations established there
continue til teday. Benjamin II the Jewish traveller from Bavaria came to Iran




597

*
599

610

610

630

1039

LEVY, Habib,

~-~the first visitor to Iran after Benjamin Tudelah. He wrote that no Rurop=an
Jew before him had come to Xurdistan, but some had come from Jerusalem and were
unable to return because of the bandits on the road., While the lranian Jewish
sitvation was not good, thair level of learning was ok, OGobineaun: Iranians are
comnited to their religion, and many Jews who have embraced Islam have returned
to the religion of Musa, They wear distinctive dress but otherwiss are Ok.
Books have been brought by visitors and they heved questioned me sbout Spinoza
and Kant. They correspond on religicus matters with Jerusalem. They write in
Hebrew and Aramaic (Tergum). Importance of lesrning: some have converted to
Judaism, impart knowledge of telem, Mourning is not part of Judaism except on
the anniversary of the destruction of the Temple when there is fasting and da'a.
Mourning after death has basen tazken over from the Musiims,

Something new arose among the Muslims which influenced theusands of Jews
of Hamadan and Kashan: Mirza Sayyid Ali Mohammad Bab -~ not a religion-- he
himself in the end writes that I ereat8d all this to gather people around me
and am nyself a true Muslim, Born in 1820 he went for study tc Kerbala whers
he read the hible in missionary translation, and then in Shiraz mede contacts
with Jews and Zoroastrians, and then went to Mecca after which he began his
propaganda, His sclivities wera communicated to the thah as Shirazis were
always a bit anti-Cajar, Hossein Bushiri, a Babi propagandist, compared the
new religion with that of Akbar in India,

NASRADDIN SHAH 18L46-96

Death of the Bab: when the ropes were cut, had he then come among therpop.
he would have finessed the situation. But as instead = he towards his romm
it was realized he was not a prophet and Sultan Ali Khan struck him with his
sword and when the soldiers saw his blood they fired. His body was carried
around in the kuches and then thrown out of town--B8obineau.

Bayan - 19 books each in 19 chapters; the Bab himself wrote 11 bocks and
8 written by others. Baggary outlawed; getting rid of nejasat beneficial to
Jews; after age eleven must marry...

1957 Abbas Effendi died

Jewish conversion to Bahaism due to firstly, that persecutions were having
an effect in making Jews forget Talmud and Gemera and Hebrew; secondly that Jews
knew little about the freedom and progress of their European co-religionists, and
they were thankful for the respect of people who previously as Muslims had called
them unclean, If a big Jewish family converted, others tended to follow,

1st Teheran synagogue - in time of Fath Ali Shah: Haj Barxordar
2nd - Jakub-e Davud, who gave water to the Mahalleh

different Jewish dialects in the different cities
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LEVY, Habib.

MOZARARADIN SHAH. 1896-1907. Weak of Bedy and Mind, His PM was Mirza Ali Ashhari
Amin Sultan and then Mirzma Ali Khan Amin ud Dowlsh and then again Mirza Ali Asghari
who tock the title Atabeg Azan. The Allisnce Israellits and the Anglo-Jewish assoe.
of London sent felicitations to the corcnation in 1096, Montefiore asked that
the Shah help the Jews, and writing (He?) from Sanandaj to the Alliance asked
for schocl for the 4OC families poor and uneducated unsble to take advantage of
the beautifal eity. The Alliance resnonded by sending L5 youths to Baghdad for
schooling In 1897, a4t Sukkot ikwm a rich Hamadani Jew who did not hekp the poor
was taken befcre the Governor and was ordered to be executed and hung upside down
in the Meidan for 3 days. Other Jews were afraid to go cub of the house, :
Sayyid Reyhanullsh concurred in the diegsion and things became worse for Jews,
An order to kill Jews was couhbermanded by ths appesl of the US Awbassador and
the English and French Zmbassies in May 1897 (May) to Amin ud Dowleh, In Shiraz
things improved but in Iar-e Bars Sayyid Abdul Hossein amnoyed the Jews, snd in
Kirmenshah a number of Jews were killed, and in TuEserkan there was an atiempt to
seize Jewish property despite a complaint to Moshir ud Dowlen. (Uohensedegh's notes),
In 1897 a ysar after the death of Nasradin Shah, Sayyid Reyhanullah raised
a commotion, Cf, the Bulletin #22 of the Allisnce Israelite 1897 p. 75: Sayyid
Reyhanullah tock advantage of the waakness of the Government to cut off the hair
cf the Jews (having hair was fashionable in that periocd). A Buropean Jew in
Teheran wrote: Under Nasradin Shah the Jews were wall off, and only in the provinces
were they anmmoyed. Yesterday, 16 May, everything changed: 10,000 akhunds under
Sayyid Reyhanuvlish seized the poor people of the Jewish quarter and cut of their
hair and beat them, and so a number become Muslim, =2nc¢ a few escaped by putiing
on Muslim elothes. The same information was also recieved via Baghdad. The Jews
complained to the Shab, but this weak Shah, what could lie do? He answerad that
this was not the doing of the govermment but of religious people. In 14 Iyar some
of the Jewish houses were beseiged and the Jews made to sew & patch onto their
clothing so that they would be distinguished from Muslims A daughter of a sayyid
came home late one night, and the psople went to the Jswish quarter following &
rumor that the Jews had detsined her intending to kill her., The Alliance and the
Anglo-Jewish Assoc., protested to the Shah, {@n Ashura there was a plan to kill
Jews, but & payment of 1500 Franes managed to avert this (psid to the akhunds),
Kirmanshah was ouiet, ut 20 were killaed in Shiraz and 3 s¥nagogues wers hurned,
Sayyid Reyhanullah's fatwa was sent to all the proviness,

M. Kazes opens Alliance School in 1898, On 1L Jan. 1898 the Alliance wrote a letter
to the rersian Ambassador in Paris, Nazar Agha, who gave permission to open a school
for Jawish children on the grounds that this would help Iran as well as the children.
M. Kazes set out in April end arrived in Teheran ian July 1898. He bsgan by
assembling an anjoman of 7 people later increased to 13, A madresseh was oponed

in 1898 with savwaral Muslim teachars +o teach Psrsian, and others wsre thsn sent
from Parkd, The order of S5, R3yhanullah was still in effect at this time, but

the Alljance askad to replace the red patch with a metal insignia on the chest amd
this was granted. 0old and silver insignia were disighnd with two handa clasped
over a third,

Rahim Mishzhil wrote that before Kazes wsnt to T=hsran on Agha Jan Kashi had
under pressure in ths kuches bscome Muslim having regteved a certificate to that
effect and an atba, (Jews wers not allowed to wear abba). Uhen he rsturned homs
his family cried to such an axtent that he found 1ife there even more unpleasant
than the annoyances in the kuche, and went to return the certificstes and abba,

The certificate was taken back but not the abba, and Agha Jan bseame a Bzhai, but
later reverted to Judaism,




LEVI, Habib,

Historical Demography - c¢f. the following more closely:

702 Kurdistan Jews)(19 August 1901 eontributed by M, Basan, head of the School in
Sanandaj): town khanevsdeh knissa opulation
Baneh 60 1 LOO
Saghesz 180 2 1000
Bukan 60 1 4,00
Miandarab 16 1 900
Saveh Javalagh 175 1 1000
Nikshdeh 130 1 800
Kovi 50 1 300
Salmos 120 2 700
Siankle Lo 1 250
Bijar 450 1 900
Sananda] 1,80 2 1900
L

[¥F: these figures then give a khanevadeh average of 5.l persons,
i.e. a father, mother and 3= children--i.e., rather small.
Note also the very few number of synsgogues rel. to pop.
and contrast with the 11 synagogues of Yazd, and the 12
of Shiraz./

812 Shiraz - Jews were the oldest seittlers, the town being founded in 674 AD
there are gravestones going back 11 centuries (i,e: 7-8th cent AD)
Zﬂhte of the following information not clearz_/ 2 synagogues, Jews
not allowed to use Muslim baths; occupationss

peddler (pilevar) - LOO kharazi-forush « 5
banna (mason) - 200 siraf (money-change) - 10
zargar (goldsmith)- 102 sharab-forush - 80
javarheri (jewlry)- 5 srak-kash (make arak)e 10
sazan (harmonica?)- 60 tabid (doctor) -
tajar (merchant) - 90 jahrah (surgeon) - 2
attar (herb seller)- 20 qasab (butcher) < 1l
1022 Shiraz pop. of 17,000 with 12 synagogues /cf more information here /
812 vieinity of Shiraz: Jarom - 500 bavagan - 300
Rakun - 300 larestan ~ 250
Darab - 200 in pre-Safavid times,
more than 1000
Gradar- 200
Kazerun-180
Fruzabad- 100
Borozjan- 50 Totals: 2080
Jewish doctors used almost exelusively by Muslims
Kirmanshsh & vicinity: Kirmeanshsh - 1406 Qavareh - 18 families
Kerand - 30 families Qasr -12
Zshab 16 Sar-e Pol - 1}
Bilvar Iy Dinvar L
Keliyd 6 Diyar )
Sankar 6 Ravand h
©  and a few in other villages
occupations in Kirmanshah: attar - 22 tajer - 55

zargar - 23 cloth&peddler- Ll
herb peddler-70 rangrez(dyer)- 28
harmar (porter-15 dallal -

Hebrew teacher- 2 wzaver - 10
arak-kash 2 arak sellsr - 3
barber 3 synsgogue custodian-l

well-digger L total: 290



LEVI, Habib,

1024 Rafsinjan - pov. 70: 2 synagogues; nc hamam and so ghosl in synagogue, and for
spscial religious neads go to Kirman or Yazd; are not badly
off: 3/4 have a good econocmic standsrd

Kirman - 130 years ago came from Yazd: 1942 470 pecple in 60 households
i.e, 3-8 people per khanevadeh
primarily khawazi-forush and bazazi; they are kncwn as good people,
and are not called najes by the Kirmanis

Isphshan - 12,500 psople with 29 synagogues
Yazd - in 1922 there were 200C peoples, and in 1542 there were 4000 people (?)
19223 228 houses of which 20-30 were good ones, the rest kharab
by 1926, 250 people had gone to Israsl
250 peddlers
1850 - Benjamin II noted 150 households /i.e. 1000-1500 pop._/
/27?? what do these figures mean?--growth of the
Yazd commbinity (refuge from Kirman ete.?) in
" ths 19th and 20th cent until the establishment
of the State of Israel? /-/if so, this might
explain the reversal of position with Zoreastriars
as being the most unclean minority group: i.e.
visible expansion leading to Muslim resentment? /
Hamadan - 8000 pop., L synagogues, 2 hammams
in 1942 - 1500 people went toc Teheran and another group then followed
now there are only 3000 left )

Bushire = pop.L00 =- in 1730 Jews came here from Shiraz, Kazerun and Dshdasht
MF: presumably in response to the port facilities /
in 1876 there were 70 households and 3 synagogues
in 1890 mmxk emigration to Jerusalem
Hormuz - a silk trading port and record of Jew from Sefat here in 1567
Qeshm ~ In the 12th cent., Benjamin Tudelsh noted 5CO Jews here
Bahrein - there are still some Jews
Rasht -~ 300 people, one synagogue: 1809 were 50 poor households
1830 number had declined
etc, ~ gives more

Notes-~ p, 3L7 Qum
1037 on the custom of the "Haj" to Jerusazlem and taking the tilde Haji
855 ~ the separation of marriage procedures for the minorities from the
Muslim procedure: Kei Khosrow (Zoro), Kukhman (J), Mirza Janz (Armen
530 ~ the beautiful Jewess, Mariam Khanom, wife of the sunuch fga Mhd Gajar,
wanted by Hussein Gholi khan, brother of Fath Ali Shah, but
married by Hakan Makhfur after fqu Mid's death
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