
Project Statement
Haiti has been imagined as "already dead" within the Western 
visual regime (Philogene 2015). The nation is oversaturated by 
representations of environmental problems, health dispari-
ties, and political upheaval. Most of the health issues that the 
population faces can be linked to environmental degradation, 
slavery, and imperialist processes that have altered the land-
scape, producing mass precarity. After the 2010 earthquake in 
Haiti, both Voodoo priests/believers and sexual minorities 
were indicted by the masses for the earthquake (Ulysses 
2010). The religion was also blamed for the cholera epidemic 
that took thousands of lives in the Artibonite region. Histori-
cally, Voodoo has functioned as a tool of biopolitics while also 
being portrayed as a "social hygiene" problem by both Haitian 
elites and Western powers (Ramsey 2011). The toxicity in this 
project is in the way blame for Haiti’s ills is passed back to local 
sources, discounting the  lasting impact of colonialism and the 
plantation economy in contemporary Haitian health politics.

Caption
In the wake of Haiti’s 2010 earthquake and subsequent cholera 
epidemic,  close to forty-�ve Voodoo priests were lynched (BBC 
2010). In keeping with historic descriptions of voodoo as a 
“social hygiene problem” by state and health o�cials (Ramsey 
2015),  the logic driving these malicious acts was that Voodoo 
practitioners caused  cholera with their sorcery. Later, it was 
con�rmed that cholera was actually introduced by UN troops 
from Nepal, whose fecal matter had entered into the Artibonite 
river. In addition, the nearby and controversial Pelgre hydro-
electric dam redirected the stream to a local community. Kolera 
(Cholera) has not been seen in Haiti for thousands of years. This 
is a picture of a protester holding a sign calling for the condem-
nation of the UN, who at that time refused responsibility for the 
epidemic. Instead, the UN put the blame on Haiti's lack of infra-
structure and reliance on too much traditional healing. The 
image, therefore, highlights the role of Western imperialism 
and corporate violence that continues to produce health in-
equality, economic precarity, and premature deaths in Haiti 
(Farmer 2005, Hudson 2017, Verges 2017).

Design Statement
This image speaks to the tight coupling of cultural, infrastruc-
tural, political, and biological systems that often intensify the 
vulnerabilities of subaltern populations. In particular, the 
image points to processes through which health epidemics 
are produced and politicized, often misdirecting blame. Creat-
ing visualizations that capture the entanglement of scales and 
systems allows ethnographers to render legible the making 
and cascading of disasters. 

Louissaint, Guilberly. 2019. “Kolera/Cholera Politik .”

In “Visualizing Haiti's Health Regime: Voodoo as Toxic Subject.” In Visualizing Toxic 
Subjects, curated by James Adams and Kim Fortun. The Center for Ethnography. 
May.

https://tinyurl.com/y3hu�lw

Kolera/Cholera Politik


