M. Fischer
Anthropology 348 A
Rice Univ. Fall 1991

TOWARDS A CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY OF AMERICA
. Introduction

Req.. Wills, Gary. 1978. "Prologue." Inventing America. Vintage, pp. Xiii-xxvi.
Davis, Mike. 1990. "Sunshine or Noir" Cily of Quartz: Excavating the Future in
- Los Angeles. Verso.
Kok @L?E
Supplementary
Visions of America
Davidson, James West & Mark Hamilton. 1982. "Jackson's Frontier and Turner's.”
Ch. 4, After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection. Knopf.
Modernism
Held, David. 1980. "The culture industry: critical theory and aesthetics." Ch. 3,
Introduction to Critical Theory. Univ. of Calif.
Moretti, Franco. 1983. "From the Waste Land to the Artificial Paradise." Signs
Taken for Wonders. Verso.
Perloff, Marjorie. 1986. The Futurist Moment. Univ. of Chicago.
Postmodernism
Donoghue, Dennis. 1986. "The Promiscuous Cool of Postmodernism.”" New York
Times Book Review, 22 June, p. 1,3
Eco, Umberto. 1986. "Travels in Hyperreality" Travels in Hyperreality. HJB
Jameson, Fredric. 1984. "Postmodernism, or the Cultural Logic of Late
Capitalism." New Left Review, No. 146,
Jameson, F. 1990. Signatures of the Visible. Routledge.
Poster, Mark. 1990. Mode of Information: Postmodernism and Social Context.
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Il. Culture as Index of Status Conflicts: Class, Power, & Social Structure

Req.: Gusfield, Joseph. Symbolic Crusade: Status Politics and the Temperance Movement.
Univ. of lllinois, 1963). pp 1-23, 46-51, 99-107, 120-22, 126-31.
Perin, Constance. Belonging in America. Ch. TBA
Warner, W. Lloyd. Yankee City. (Yale, 1963): “Biggy Muldoon: the Rise of a Political
Hero" pp 206-40.

Supplementary

Bailyn, Bernard. "The Transforming Radicalism of the American Revolution." (Intro
duction to) Pamphlets of the American Revolution.

Bailyn, B. The Origins of American Politics. Knopf, 1967, Vintage 1970

Bendix, R. & S. Lipset. "Social Status & Secial Structure." British Journal of Sociology,
2(2 &3), 1951.

Davidson, J. & M. Lytle. "The Visible and Invisible Worlds of Salem: Studying Crisis at
the Community Level". Ch. 2 After the Fact: The Art of Historical Dectection, 1982.

Kammen, Michael. A Season of Youth. Knopf, 1978.

Thernstrom, Stephen. Poverty & Progress. Harvard 1964.

Il Culture as Index of Status Conflict: Public Rituals

Req.: Grimes, Ronald. Symbol & Conquest: Public Ritual & Drama in Santa Fe, New Mexico
Cornell, 1976} pp 155-90.
Warner, W. Lloyd. The Family of God (Yale, 1961): "The Protestant Community
Legitimates lts Past.”, pp. 89-154.

Supplementary

Cohen, Abner. 1980. "Drama & Politics in the Development of a London Carnival." Man,
15(1): 65-87. [1991 Postscript added to the reprinted version in P. Werbner &
M. Anwar, ed. Black & Ethnic Leaderships. Routledge.]

Singer, Miiton. 1979. "On the Symbolic & Historic Structure of an American Ildentity."
Ethos.

Suttles, Gerald. 1968. The Moral Order of the Slum. Chicago.

Taylor, Julie M. 1982. "The Politics of Aesthetic Debate: The Case of Brazilian Carnival”
Ethnology, 2194). 301-11,

Westwood, Sallie. 1991. "Red Star over Leicester: racism, the politics of identity, and
black youth in Britain." P. Werbner & M. Anwar, ed. Black & Ethnic Leaderships.

Wiggins, William H. 1982. "They Closed the Town Up, Man!: Reflections on the Civic and



Ritual Dimensions of Juneteenth.” V. Turner, ed., Celebration. Smithsonian
IV. Culture & Ethnicity

Req.: Fischer, M.M.J. 1986. "Ethnicity & the Postmodern Arts of Memory." in J. Clifford
& G. Marcus, ed., Writing Cutture. Calif.
Lipsitz, George. 1986. "The Meaning of Memory: Class, Family & Ethnicity in Early
Network Television." Cultural Anthropology. [reprinted in Time Passages]
Naficy, Hamid. 1990. "Culture in Exile: Fetishized Iranian TV in the U.S." in Les
Friedman, ed.

Supplementary

Gates, Louis Henry, Jr. 1988. The Signifying Monkey: A Thory of Afro-American
Literary Criticism. Oxford.

Limon, Jose. 199  Mexican Ballads, Chicano Poems: History and Influence in Mexican-
American Social Poetry. California.

Lipsitz, George. 1990. T7ime Passages: Collective Memory and American Papular
Culture. Minnesota.

Lipsitz, George. 1990. Peace in the Struggle: Ivory Perry and the Culture of Opposition.
Temple.

Metcalf, Barbara, ed. Making Space for Islam. ms

Naficy, Hamid. 1990. Exile Discourse & Television: A Study of Syncretic Cultures,
Iranian Television in Los Angeles. Ph.D. dissertation UCLA

V. Mass Culture/Popular Culture

Req.: Silverman, Debora. 1986. Selling Culture: Bloomingdale's, Diana Vreeland, and the
New Aristocracy of taste in Reagan's America. Ch. 1.
Varnedoe, Kirk. 1991. "Advertising." High & Low Modern Popular Culture. New York:
Museum of Modern Art. pp. 231-68.

Supplementary
Adorno, Theodor. “Television & the Patters of Mass Culture." Quarterly of Film, Radio
& Television, 8:213-55; reprinted in B. Rosenberg & D.M. White, ed.
Adorng, T. "Perennial Fashion -- Jazz", reprinted in Prisms (Neville Spearman 1967)
Benjamin, Walter. "The Storyteller" & "The Work of Art in the Mechanical Age of
Reproduction.”  /lluminations (Schocken 1969)
Cawelti, John G. “Literary Formulas & the Cultural Sigrificance." in Luedtke, ed. 1977
Craft, Robert. "Elegy for 'Mary Hartman™, NYRB Dec 9, 1976.



Czitrom, Daniel J. Media & the American Mind. U.N.C. 1982.

Eco, Umberto. 1986. "Travels in Hyperreality." Travels in Hyperreality. HJB

Fischer, M.M.J. 1991. “Figuring (Indian) Ads in Translocal Spaces: Towards a
Transnational Anthropology of Advertising." ms

Gans, Herbert. Popufar Culture & High Cuiture: An Analysis & Evalution of Taste.
Basic 1974

Hebdige, Dick. Subculture: the Meaning of Style. Methuen. 1979.

Held, David. "The culture industry: critical theory & aesthetics." Introduction to
Critical Theory. Calif., 1980

Jameison, Kathieen Hall. Eloquence in an Electronic Age: The Transformation of Speech
making. Oxford 1988,

Jay, Martin. The Dialectical Imagination. Little, Brown, 1973.

Leudtke, Luther. The Study of American Culture. Deland,Fla: Everett, Edwards 1977.

Rosenberg, Bernard & David M. White, ed., Mass Culture: The Popular Arts in America.
Free Press, 1957.

Sahlins, Marshall. Culture & Practical Reason. Ch. 4.

Stein, John & Steven Blount. “Campaigns Marsteller/ L.A. & Flying Tigers Turn
Surrealism into Sales." Madison Avenue. 25(4). 53-66.

Warmner, W. Lloyd. "Mass Media: A Social & Psychological Analysis." Structure of
American Life. Edinburgh Univ. Press, 1952: 181-206.

Willis, Paul. Profane Culture. RKP 1878 (pp 1-8;, 170-82)

Wills, Gary. Reagan's America. 1987. Doubleday.

VI. Comic Strips, Sci Fi, & Abstraction
Req.: Gopnik, Adam. 1990. "Comics" High and Low Modern Art & Popular Culture. MoMA

Supplementary:
Attebery, Brian. "Oz" in The Fantazy Tradition in American Literature. Indian 1980
Bacon-Smith, Camille. "Spock Among the Women." NYT Bk Rev. 1986.
Berger, Arthur Asa. Li'f Abner: A Study in American Satire. N.Y. Twayne, 1970.
Berger, Arthur Asa. The Comic Stripped American. Penguin. 1973.
Cantor, Jay. Krazy Kat. Knopf. 1988.
Gopnik, Adam. 1990. “"Caricature." High & Low Modern Art & Popular Culture. MoMA
Lynn, Kenneth. Mark Twain & Southwestern Humor. Little Brown, 1959,
Maltzberg, Barry. The Engines of the Night: Science Fiction in the Eighties. Doubleday,82
Mandel, Ernest. 1985. Delightful Murder: A Social History of the Crime Story. Minn.
Moylan, Tom. 1986. Demand the Impossible: Science Fiction & the Utopian Imagination.



Vii Film

Req.:. Jameson, Fredric. 1986. "On Magic Realism in Film". Signatures of the Visible.
Lipsitz, George. "Flaming Star & the Aquarian ideal." Southwest Media Review. 1983,
Vol. 2, pp 19023.
Traube, Elizabeth. 1986. "Redeeming Images: The Wild Man Comes Home." Persistence
of Vision. Summer, No. 3-4, pp 71-94.
Wright, Will. Six Guns & Society. Cal. 1975: pp. 4-15, 23-26, 32, 34, 40-58,
130-39, 164-72, 186-7, 192-94, 197, 200, 205

Supplementary
Fender, Stephen. Plotting the West. Cambridge 1981.
McCormick, Richard W. 1991. Politics of the Self: Feminism & the Postmodern in West
German Literature and Film. Princeton.
Santner, Eric. 1990. Stranded Objects: Mourning, Memory & Film in Postwar Germany.
Sorlin, Pierre. 1991. European Cinemas & European Societies, 1939-1990. Routledge
Zavarzadeh, Mas'ud. 1991. Seeing Films Politically. SUNY.

VIl. Music
Req.: Keil, Charles, 1985. "Peoples Music Comparatively: Style & Stereotype, Class &
Hegemony." Dialectical Anthropology.
Lipsitz, George. 1987. "Cruising around the Historical Block." Repr. in Time
Passages.

Rec.:

Frith, Simon. Sound Effects: Youth, Leisure & the Politics of Rock & Roll. Pantheon
1981. Ch. 2: roots; ch. 3 - Bejamin & ldeology; ch. 4 - social background; ch 5-7
music indus; ¢h 8-9 youth culture; ch. 10-11 sex, liesure commendity

Hebdige, Dick. Subculture: the Meaning of Style. Methuen, 1979. Ch. 6-8.

Lipsitz, George. "Against the Wind: The Class Composition of Rock and Roll Music."
reprinted in Time Passages.

Marcus, Greil. Mystery Train. Dutton. 1976, esp. Sly Stone, Elvis.

Willis, Paul. Profane Culture. RKP 1978.



Vil Gender

Req.: Frieden, Betty. The Feminine Mystique. Dell, 1963, ch. 2.
[film] Connie Field. "Rosie the Riveter"

Supplementary

Dearborn, Mary. V. Pocahontas' Daughters: Gender & Ethnicity in American Culture.
Oxford, 1986.

Evans, Sara. Personal Politics: The Roots of Women's Liberation in the Civil Rights
Movement and the New Left. Random House, 1980.

Lewis, Lisa. 1990. Gender Politics & MTV: Voicing the Difference. Temple
ch. 5 (four female musicians); ch. 6 (female address video)

Ostriker, Alicia. Stealing the Language: the Emergence of Women's Poetry in America.
Beacon Press 1986.

Radway, Janice. Reading the Romance: Women, Patriarchy and Popular Literature.
UNC 1984.

Stasio, Marilyn. “Lady Gumshoe: Boiled Less Hard." NYT Book Review, 25 Apr 1985.

IX. Science, Technology & Risk

Req.: Douglas, Mary & Aaron Wildavsky. Risk & Culture: An Essay on the Selection of
Technical and Environmental Dangers. U. of Calif., 1982. pp 7-9,ch 7 & 8 (rec.
ch. 2, pp 88-90, 120)

Supplementary

Haraway, Donna. 1989. Primate Visions: Gender, Race and Nature in the World of
Modern Science. Routledge

Haraway, Donna, 1990. Simians, Cyborgs, and Women. Routledge

Mojtabai, A.G. Blessed Assurance: At Home with the Bomb in Amarillo, Texas.
Houghton-Mifflin 1986.

Nussbaum, Bruce. 1990. Good Intentions: How Big Business & the Medical Establishment
are corrupting the fight against AIDS. NY: Atlantic Monthly Press.

Teitelman, Robert. 1989. Gene Dreams: Wall Street, Academia, & the Rise of
Biotechnology. Basic.

Traweek, Sharon. 1988. Beamtimes & Lifetimes.



X. Sports

Req.. Guttman, Allen. From Ritual to Record: the Nature of Modern Sports. Columbia 1978:
esp. ch. 4 & 2 (rec. 3 & 5).

Supplementary

Azoy, G. Whitney. 198 . Buskashi: Game & Politics in Afghanistan.

Geertz, Clifford. 1966. "Deep Play: Cockfight in Bali." Interpretation of Culture.

James, C.L.R. 1963. Beyond a Boundary. Hutchinson.

Lawrence, Elizabeth Atwood. 1982. Rodeo. Tenn.

Lever, Janet. 1983. Soccer Madness. Chicago.

Limon, Jose. 1982. "History, Chicano Joking, and the Varieties of Higher Education:
Tradition & Performance as Critical Symbolic Action." J. Folkiore Inst. 19(2-3)

Lipsitz, George. 1981. "Roller Derby" (in Ch. 9} Class & Culture in Cold War America.

Montague, Susan & Robert Morais. "Football Games & Rock Concerts: the Ritual
Enactment of American Success Models." In Montague & Arens, ed. The American
Dimension. Sherman Oaks, CA: Alfred, 1981.

Nandy, Ashis. 1990. The Tao of Cricket.



